Sophia Mundi Newsletter
Term 2 Week 8, 2019

Next Newsletter deadline: TERM 3 Wednesday 24 July.

SOME UPCOMING DATES: Please see our online website calendar

Our vision is to educate individuals who can meet the
future out of a sense of inner freedom and purpose.

Tue 18 June - InterSchool Cross Country - LYSS, 10:30am-3:30pm
Wed 19 June - Term 2: Prep Last day & Winter Spiral
Thu 20 June - Term 2: Last student day & Winter Spiral
Fri 21 June - Primary Parent/Teacher Interview Day
Fri 21 June - Middle School Curriculum Day
Mon 24 June - Staff Documentation Day
**TERM BREAK** Monday 24 June - Sunday 14 July**
Mon 15 July - Term 3: First student day (Prep-Class 12)
Wed 24 July - IB Parent Teacher Interviews, 2:45-8:00pm
Thu 25 July - Class 1 Parent Teacher Meeting, 7pm
- Prep Parent Teacher Meeting, 7pm
Tue 30 July Secondary Showcase, 7pm
Tue 13 Aug - Class 7-10 Parent/Teacher Interviews, 2:45-8:00pm

Dear families and friends of
the Sophia Mundi community,
The School has been alive
with the sounds of music these
past two weeks as students from
Classes 3 to 9 prepare for their
Class Concerts and individual
performances. These concerts are a highlight of
my year as I receive the students gift of musical joy
and experience a window into their expressions
of individuality. Music education was my journey
into my teaching and so in listening to each
performance I experience every note/rhythm
as I know the pieces intimately. Sometimes
I reflect I have the best vocation in the world,
to be surrounded by such beautiful and
talented young people and inspiring colleagues.
Congratulations to all students and music staff
on these fabulous evenings.

courage in taking risks (like musical performance)
is a great way to help them develop their individual
capacities.
Throughout the School we live into the
essence of music; it is an integral part of the
curriculum at all age levels. From the fluid,
heartfelt singing and movement of early childhood
to the conscious discipline of more formal music
tuition, music is a core component of Steiner
education. Music deeply nurtures the physical,
emotional, mental and spiritual aspects of the
growing child. It enriches the learning process
of each individual, enlivens the family home,
enhances the atmosphere of the classroom and
draws together the whole school community.
Acquiring the skills and tools for artistic expression
offers an opportunity to explore and experience the
highest qualities of what it is to be human.

These musical gifts however can come
with an emotional cost for some. The anxiety and
stress - where do they come from? I don’t have
the answers, but I am reflecting on the question.
Throughout the concerts I witnessed such care
as students supported one another through
ensemble presentations or accompaniment to
overcome anxiety.
When children are young, they hold all the
attributes that we hope to develop in young adults.
Qualities such as imagination, problem solving,
determination, no fear of doing it wrong or anxiety
and persistence are all things that are evident in
the children in Prep. They play creatively with
their blocks and shells and create imaginary worlds
within their room, they will try to do whatever they
imagine and if it doesn’t quite work, give it another
go or try it some other way.

To enliven your family home this coming
term break, I encourage all parents to bring music
making into your homes by supporting your child
to practice their instrument daily. Celebrate and
enjoy their achievements.
Continued overleaf..

PLEASE NOTE
The Primary Semester Reports will be
delayed due to IT issues this week. The
emailed and printed reports will be available
early next week, before the Primary Parent/
Teacher meetings on Friday 21 June.

Solving the problems of the future will
require imagination and creative ways of thinking
to explore different possibilities. Allowing our
children to develop their imaginative strengths and
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Semester One
Report Information

A few reminders to end the Term:
• Primary and Middle school reminder:
Students to arrive at school between
8.30-8.40am each day. Classes begin at
8.45am sharp and arriving late places children/
students in a position of not being ready for
learning.
• All arrivals after 8.45 am must be signed in
at School Reception. If your child arrives after
the roll is marked and they are not signed in
late at the Office, you will receive an automated
SMS for an ‘unexplained absence’. Please email
reception@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au or call
9419 9229 (any time) to leave a message on the
answering machine to advise if your child will
be absent.
• Please contact your child’s Instrumental
Music Tutor (IMT) directly regarding the
absence if it is a music lesson day.

We would like to inform you of some adjustments
to the reporting format and process. This year,
we will be reporting to specific achievement
standards (Indicators) directly related to the
Steiner Curriculum Framework. Furthermore,
across the school we will mainly be reporting on
the below Key Learning Areas of the curriculum:

- Science

- Humanities

- The Arts

- Physical Education

- Languages

- Technologies

A few key points to understand which will
become more comprehensible on reception of the
reports are below:
Achievement standards (Indicators) represent
a ‘snapshot’ of specific aspects of the Key
Learning Area and do not represent the entirety
of the content delivered in the Key Learning
Area this semester.

Parent / Teacher Interviews
Primary: Class 1-6

Friday, 21 June 8:30am - 4:30pm
Please book directly with the Class Teachers.

Some achievement standards (Indicators)
may be the same across Key Learning Areas
and year levels, as this is how the Steiner
Curriculum is structured.

Middle School: Class 7-10
2:30-8pm.

Senior School (IB): Class 11-12
Wednesday, 24 July 2:30-8pm.

Key Learning Areas (and/or specific subjects)
not included in the Semester One Report will
be reported on in Semester Two.

The Class 7- 12 booking process will be
communicated early next Term.

We hope parents and carers find the reporting
format and information enlightening. If there
are concerns about the format and/or process,
please contact the school directly for further
clarification.

FUNDRAISER CAKE STALL

AFTERCARE AND CLASS 6
Wednesday,
19 June
3:15pm
To raise
money for the
Friends of the
Leadbeater’s
Possum.
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- Mathematics

Our hope is to give parents and carers a broad
perspective of their child’s progress in the Key
Learning Area, with specific reference to their
abilities within that specific learning area.

Rug up and Winter warmth to all,
Fiona Cock – Principal

Tuesday, 13 August

- English

Our aim is to create user friendly and succinct
reports. However, we are cognisant of the fact
that best practice reporting is a process of review
and renewal. For this reason, we welcome any
feedback in regard to the reporting format and/or
process.
Peter Henderson Teaching and Learning Coordinator
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WINTER SPIRAL 2019

Middle School (Class 7-10)
Habits, Academic Discipline
and Social Understanding

Thursday 20 June

Working with our young people, we strive to
build a sense of balance between freedom and
responsibility. It is important that we hold
clear boundaries to build resilience, respect
and inner discipline.
The Middle School is an important bridge
between childhood, the rigorous academic
challenge of their final years of schooling
and going out into the world. We are building
in structures that will support our students
to be respectful citizens and to achieve
their potential.

Timetable for the Winter Spiral:
9:00 – 9:30am     	Class 1
9:30 – 9:50am    Class 2
9:50 – 10:10am    	Class 3
10:10 – 10:30am Class 4
10:30 – 11:0am  	 Class 5
11:00 – 11:20am   	Class 6
11:20 - 11:50am    Class 7
11:50 – 12:10pm   Class 8
12:10 - 12:30pm 	 Class 9 & 10
12:30 - 12:50pm Classes 11 & 12

STUDY CLUB
Study Club will be running every Wednesday
from 3.30-4.30pm in the Maths Room. This
offers a space for students to get help as well
as support each other with their homework.
Any students Class 7-10 may attend voluntarily
to do their work. Students who are behind
in their class work or homework may also
be required to attend. You will be informed
beforehand if your child is required.

As the Sun reaches its lowest zenith, the light
and warmth of the earth are dwindling. The
inward turning season of Winter brings an
awakening of the creativity, the soul of the
Human Being. So the Winter Spiral is a quiet
and reverent recognition of the inner light
that we carry, when nature all around us is
falling away.

COMMUNITY SERVICE
Community Service runs on a Friday
afternoon from 3.30-4.15pm. This is in
place to uphold our school values, and is an
opportunity to restore positive contribution
through cleaning and other jobs. If a student
shows disrespectful behaviour, or there are
three instances of issues such as being late
to class, not having the right equipment or
clothing, Community Service will be arranged
and you will be informed.

A spiral made of branches and foliage will be
arranged in a darkened area. Class by class,
one by one, the children will walk into the
Spiral, light their candles from the central
flame and arrange them on the Spiral.
Eventually the entire school will have added
their light. Parents are invited to see their class
carry out this beautiful festival.
We kindly request that students are dressed in
natural fibre where possible and no skirts or
loose hanging clothing. All long hair is to be
tied back.

These measures come out of a deep care for
the students, and we appreciate your support
and commitment. If there are any questions
or issues, please email myself or your Class
Guardian.

Sing-alongs each morning next week from
8:20-8:40am. Parents are welcome to come
and learn the songs, so they can join in
singing with their children if they wish.

Tanya Rao, Head of Middle School
tanya.rao@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
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Music Corner

Class Concerts

contact your IMT (Instrumental Music Tutor) directly.
Final enrolments for 2019 close late July,

What a wonderful concert series! The music absolutely
pours out of Sophia Mundi students. All classes played
so well and filled the Eurythmy Hall and school with
such wonderful music. Congratulations to all students
for your courage and inspiring playing. And a huge
thanks to our music staff for their dedication and
commitment to encouraging your students musical
enrichment.

Holiday Play
Instruments must go home over the mid-year break
for practice and good care. The School is not able to
take responsibility for instruments left at school over
the holiday period.

Instrument & Ensemble Changes
Please notify our Music Coordinator Myfanwy
(Min) Hunter of any changes to instruments and/or
ensembles from Term 3 by Thursday 20th June - via
email myfanwy.hunter@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au or
0424 148 880.

AMEB Exams
The opportunity remains for students to undertake
AMEB exams later in the year. If you would like your
child to take on an exam with external assessors please

COMMUNITY NEWS
Australian National Judo
Championship - Antonia Dias
On 8 June, Antonia competed in the 2019
Australian Judo Championships. She achieved
gold in the competition and is the new Australian
Champion in the Under 12 Girls -32kg weight class.

My soccer trip to Europe
- Darshan Giri
Hi I’m Darshan, I’m in Year 6. Recently, I went to
Europe for a two week soccer tour with my team,
Northcote City. My position is goalkeeper. I had
an amazing time!
After around 23 hours of traveling we arrived in
Munich, Germany, where we played a game against
second division side Regensburg. We were very tired as
we hadn’t slept in a bed for over 40 hours. The hotel we
were staying at was pretty nice. It had a big buffet of lots
of different food. I got to try chicken schnitzel and lots
of other German food.
The next few days we played lots of different German
teams. One of the big matches was against Bayern
Munich. We did well, at half time it was 3-3 but we
lost 6-3. We also went to Salzburg, Austria for a day
and played Red Bull Salzburg. It was a very close game,
we drew 1-1. After that we packed our bags and took
a train that went up to speeds of 314km per hour to
Paris where we had two days off. It was amazing seeing
the Eiffel Tower, Arc de Triumphe and much more.
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Then we went to Le Mans where the Mondial U12
tournament was held. We shared a change room with
English club Manchester United. We won both our
games on a penalty shoot out. They then split the 48
teams into top 24 and bottom 24. Each of the 24 teams
would play in their own tournament. We came 25th!!!
We then played in the tournament and got knocked
out in the quarter final against first division French
side Marseille.
Altogether we ended up 30th out of 48 teams. I had a
great time and enjoyed my self.
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