Sophia Mundi Newsletter
Next Newsletter deadline: Term 2 - Wednesday, 24 April.

Term 1 Week 10, 2019

IMPORTANT DATES:Please also see our online website calendar
UPCOMING DATES:
Fri 19 April- Monday 22 April Easter Holiday(Public Holidays)
**School Office closed: 19-22 Apr**
Tue 23 Apr School Office reopens
Tue 23 Apr First Student Day Term 2:Cls Prep - 12
Wed 24 Apr Class 9 Parent Meeting, 7-9pm
Thu 25 Apr
ANZAC Day (Public Holiday)

Our vision is to educate individuals who can meet the
future out of a sense of inner freedom and purpose.
Dear Parents and Guardians,
On behalf of the College of Teachers and
Management, I extend to our whole community
a happy Easter. Have a restful break and I look
forward to seeing you in the new Term.

30 Apr 30 – 3 May 3 CAMP: Class 9 Kooyoora State Park
Fri 10 May 2020 Scholarship Applications Close
14-16 May NAPLAN - Cls 3,5,7,9

Warmly, Fiona Cock – Principal

CLASS 10 CONCERT

Well done to all the Class 10s on their beautiful concert
on Wednesday 3 April. We wish you all the best on
your exchanges - see you in Term 3!

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
CHANGES - TERM 2

For any changes of instrument or ensemble for
Term 2, please ensure you contact our Music
Coordinator Myfanwy Hunter (myfanwy.hunter@
sophiamundi.vic.edu.au) by Wednesday, 17 April.

HARVEST FESTIVAL

LONELY INSTRUMENTS
There are some string instruments that have been
accidentally left at School over the holidays! Please come
and collect them for your holiday music home play. Apart
from the public holidays, the Office is open during
business hours during the Term break.

New videos on the school website! Class
9 and 10 Outdoor Education camps.

Sophia Mundi Steiner School
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YARRA/DAREBIN

WELLBEING

NETWORK MEETING
In late March, Sophia Mundi hosted the inaugural
Yarra/Darebin Wellbeing Network Meeting initiated
to focus youth engagement and capacity building for
professionals working with youth who live, work, or play
in our municipalities. This networking is facilitated
by School Focused Youth Service, Berry Street, and myself
(representing Sophia Mundi Steiner School).
Representatives at this symposium included:
•

Wellbeing staff, Leadership and Management from
schools across the Yarra/Darebin Municipalities.

•

Your Community Health

•

Rights, Resilience & Respectful Relationships Initiative

•

The Austin Hospital - Child & Adolescent Mental
Health Unit

•

Yarra Council

•

Darabin Council

I have invited the Network to hear from a representative
from headspace at our next meeting, which will be hosted
at Croxton Special School. I have also offered to extend
our network to invite a representative form the National
Disabilities Insurance Association, to provide a briefing
for schools working with students who are seeking funding
for supports through the National Disabilities Insurance
Scheme, which is working towards incorporating Social
and Emotional Needs. We will also be hearing from a
representative from the Rights, Resilience & Respectful
Relationships initiative.

Our teams comes together to form a Network which
can facilitate referral and support for students seeking
engagement.
I have worked towards consolidating a proposal for Mental
Health First Aid Professional Development from within
this Network for our staff in the near future. Other
opportunities for further support, development and
engagement come with the Rights, Resilience & Respectful
Relationships as we stand as a Lead School in our region.
I was able to share our experience of this work within
our community. Sophia Mundi’s work with Restorative
Practice was also presented.

This symposium formed a network committed to
extending support within the broader community, of
which Sophia Mundi is an exceptional member.
Our Network aims to provide case management,
assessment, support and engagement by pooling support
and resources from the following organisations:
•

Yarra Council

I heard Council present opportunities to extend support
to our community in areas ranging from assessment,
welfare, family support and liaison, engagement
programs, and referral for students that live, work and
play in our municipalities.

•

Darebin Council

•

The Austin Hospital - Child & Adolescent Mental Heath

•

Communities that Care

•

Orange Door (formally Child First)

•

Anglicare Adolescent Support

It was noted that our municipalities have been identified
nationally as innovators in care, in need of support
to develop networks and pathways of engagement for
students with complex needs.

•

Uniting Kildonean Integrated Family Services

•

SMART Generation Drug & Alcohol Education

•

Berry Street

•

Tuning Into Kids

•

Department of Education Victoria

•

Department of Human Services Victoria

If you are interested in this initiative, would like further
information and/or have suggestions for any of the above
please reply by email: raquel.mcconnell@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au.
Raquel McConnell Student Counsellor/ Enrichment, Engagement & Education
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PROJECT
YARRA

WALDORF 100 YOUTH
CONFERENCE

This week, the whole
school came together to
honour our connection
with the earth, and to
take action on the issue of
waste.

As part of the celebration of 100 years since the first
Waldorf/ Steiner school opened, schools across Australia
and New Zealand will be meeting for the Waldorf 100 Youth
Conference. This will be held at Samford Valley Steiner
School (just outside of Brisbane) in Week 8 of Term 3 3-7 September, 2019.

We began the day with
a traditional smoking
ceremony for the whole
School community
delivered by Wurundjeri
Elder Ron; who is a part of the local Wurundjeri Land
Council. The Yarra Riverkeeper (http://yarrariver.org.
au/) then shared a presentation with the Middle School
on the environmental importance of the Yarra, the
impact that waste is having on the ecosystem and how
microplastics make their way through the food chain. The
Yarra Riverkeeper is an organisation that looks after the
health of the river and its surrounds.

The Youth Conference will explore social renewal as
its major theme, focusing on issues of our times –
racism and prejudice, divisions and world conflict,
Indigenous perspectives, minority groups, Australian
and world-wide response to refugees, the environment
and sustainability, education and imagining the future,
the role of the Arts, money and ethical business. The
attendees will also be performing a major music piece
composed especially for the occasion of Waldorf 100.
Sophia Mundi will be taking a group of committed
students, accompanied by Tanya Rao and Rohan
Vicars. We are accepting applications from students
in Class 10 upwards, as well as Class 8 and 9 students
in the Justice Collective. Applicants must demonstrate
exemplary commitment to issues of social justice, a high
level of initiative and responsibility, and dedication to
the musical component of the Conference.

The Middle School students then cleaned up along Dights
Falls and the Convent carpark, whilst the Primary classes
carried out their own mini clean ups. All of the rubbish
we collected was filtered through a waste audit, so that we
can identify patterns and finds solutions for the future.
The entire initiative was coordinated by the Justice
Collective students - from the concept development,
liaising with stakeholders and the event management. To
see their leadership and passion come to fruition, and
for this impulse to extend out into the whole school, was
deeply moving.

We will be camping on site at Samford Valley Steiner
School, and students will be required to bring their own
equipment. Sophia Mundi will cover the costs of the trip;
including accommodation, flights and meals.
Parents have been emailed a copy of the letter,
conference details and application forms. Students
were given paper copies. Please keep the letter and
brochure for your reference and fill out and submit
the application form before Friday 26th April,
the first week of next term. We will announce the
successful applicants in Term 2, and take the next steps
in organising the trip. Please email me at tanya.rao@
sophiamundi.vic.edu.au if you have further questions or
concerns.

Here is an excerpt from the opening speech by
Madeleine Chadwick (Class 10): ‘Today is a very special day.
Not only because it is the Justice Collective’s Clean Up for the United
Nations Global Goals Competition taking place, but it is a day where
you have the opportunity to help the world. Ghandi once said, ‘Be
the change you wish to see in the world’. Well, all of us students are
the new generation, the generation of change. And unfortunately
today, there are issues. There are issues with the environment that
YOU have the power to cure. For tens of thousands of years, the
traditional people had a physical and spiritual relationship with the
land. As you know, now the Yarra River and its surroundings are full
of litter and rubbish, that has harsh effects on life below water and
the ocean. If the government won’t budge, then we have to. You
carry the change.’

Tanya Rao - Head of Middle School

Tanya Rao - Head of Middle School
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INTER-SCHOOL ATHLETICS

Term 1,

5 April

Well done to all students who competed on the day, especially Class 9
who came straight from their camp! Some of the students attended extra
morning training before School to develop fitness for running and be ready
for the day. Many of these students took a ribbon home.
Great work everyone! Katherine Ellis, PE Coordinator
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