Sophia Mundi Newsletter
Term 4 Week 9, 2018

Next Newsletter deadline: Wednesday,30 January 2019

IMPORTANT DATES: Please see our online website calendar

Our vision is to educate individuals who can meet the
future out of a sense of inner freedom and purpose.

UPCOMING DATES 2018:

Tue 11 Dec Class 10 Play, 7pm
Wed 12 Dec Last Student Day Term 4: Prep-11
Prep Festival
Children’s Market, 3:30pm
Shepherd’s Play, 5pm

Greetings Parents, Guardians
and Community,
The last two weeks have seen an
abundance of festivities across the
School as each class celebrates the
culmination of their work through
plays, concerts and camp festivities.
The emerging individuality
through artistic and academic expression has been a
privilege to experience this year. The journeys over just
the last two weeks have been to Bogong High Plains in
the snow, ACDC and Mozart at Bakehouse Studios,
Roman comedies, circus production, the Class 3 camp
at Balnarring Beach, and singing with the Preps along
the Yarra River.
Witnessing the metamorphosis of a child/
young adult through a year is quite remarkable.
The developmental growth and skill capacities have
been extraordinary. I am so proud of each student
as in all cases there is a back story which makes their
achievements and personal growth profound. I love
each of them like my fourth child and feel deeply
humbled by their individual courage, particularly
when facing adversity.
We have welcomed new families into our
community and this week we farewell friends on their
next journey. What I can say is, once a student has
experienced the vitality and love of the teachers, they
carry their Sophia Mundi experiences close throughout
their lives. Alumni return with a very special light
and affection for their cherished teachers. Human
relationships are at the centre of our Steiner education
and requires reflection, patience and personal growth.
Of course, there have been challenges along the
way this year - such as the low ropes course designed
together with the Class 6s. I apologise that this has
not been built. The best laid plans sometimes take a
little longer to come to fruition, as the front entrance
mosaic has done.
Thank you to all parents, grandparents and our
extended community for your continued trust, support
and good will to Sophia Mundi and all our students. I
truly appreciate the positive affirmations I receive on
behalf of my colleagues. Our continued commitment
is to face the challenges through Community
conversations and collaboration.
Staffing and new educational initiatives:
We farewell Deena Kaltmann (IB Physics and Maths
Studies) and thank her for her impeccable lab skills and
wish her well. We welcome back John Rauris into the

Sophia Mundi Steiner School

Thu 13 Dec Curriculum Day / All Staff Conference
Fri 14 Dec Curriculum Day / All Staff Conference
Mon 17 Dec Staff Documentation Day
SCHOOL TERM BREAK:Tues 18 Dec - Thu 24 Jan 2019
SCHOOL OFFICE CLOSED:Thu 20 Dec - Mon 14 January

UPCOMING DATES 2019

Tue 15 Jan School Office re-opens for 2019
Sat 26 Jan Working Bee - Whole Community, 8am-3pm
Sun 27 Jan Working Bee - Whole Community, 8am-3pm
Mon 28 Jan Australia Day Public Holiday
Wed 30 Jan Term 1: 1st Student Day Classes 2 - 12
Thu 31 Jan Term 1: 1st Student Day: Prep and Class 1

IB faculty to teach Physics and Maths Studies. John already
has a strong relationship with the students, so we anticipate
an easy transition. Peter Henderson joins
the management group with the responsibility of Teaching
and Learning.
Elizabeth Chandler and Brooke Varacalli join
Nic Andreatta in the Outdoor Education department, as
Anneke Top is on leave. We have increased the staffing
for 2019 to support more student numbers in the Middle
School and also for the sustainability of staffing. This is a
significant strategic decision as we place high importance
on safety in the Outdoor Education programme.
It is with excitement and anticipation that I
announce that in 2019 we will again be putting a musical
together under the enthusiastic guidance of Rohan Vickers.
This is a Secondary focus and will culminate in November
2019. Auditions will be held early in 2019 by music and
dance staff.
Finally, Sophia Mundi staff are once again
performing the Shepherd’s Play this coming Wednesday, 12
December at 5pm in the courtyard. At Sophia Mundi we
see this play as a gift from the teachers to the children, the
School Community and anyone who would like to attend.
Over the summer break I hope there is time in your
personal life and home to allow qualities that can assist in
the important journey ahead: clarity, spiritual anticipation
and humility. As my dearest mother says daily:
“Peace to all on earth
and goodwill to all”.
Warm regards,
Fiona
Class 3 Camp at
Mornington Peninsula
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@sophiamundisteinerschool

St Mary’s Courtyard

Community Christmas
Celebration
Wednesday 12 December 2018

Children’s Christmas Market

The Shepherds’ Play

From 3:30pm the festive

At 5pm the Staff of Sophia
Mundi will be performing
the story of Christmas in
‘The Shepherds’ Play.

Children’s Christmas Market will
offer a selection of stalls run by
Sophia Mundi students and their
families, selling handmade crafts
and produce.
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Join us in laughter and
celebration and be reminded of
the true meaning of Christmas.
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As we embarked on their final camp journey
together we reflected on all the camps across the
year.
From
humble
beginings in Walkerville we
SOPHIA
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journeyed inland together on rivers, deserts, valleys
www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
and rocky outcrops. Finally in the blistering cold
of Nungatta, we worked our way to the mountains.
Our destination for the six day hike was the Bogong High
Plains. Our hike started at the Rocky Valley Dam (Falls
Creek ) where we commenced a circuit walking along the
Great Australian Alpine Trail. We hoped to cover distances
of between 7km – 13km days. However we got snowed in and
had to come down off the mountain and head to Mt Beauty
a day early! Nic and Anneke, Outdoor Education Teachers

THE COMPLETE LEADER

2019 Term Dates
Term 1
Wed 30 Jan: First student day, Classes 2 – 12
Thu 31 Jan: First Day, Prep and Class 1 &
Welcome Morning Tea
Wed 03 Apr: Last Prep day & Prep Harvest Festival
Thu 04 Apr: Last student day & Harvest Festival
Term 2
Tue 23 Apr: First student day (Prep – 12)
Wed 19 Jun: 	Last Prep day & Prep Winter Spiral
Thu 20 Jun: 	 Last student day & Winter Spiral
Fri 21 Jun: 	 Primary & Secondary
Parent/ Teacher Interview Day

LEADING WITH WISDOM,
COMPASSION AND INTEGRITY
A journey of discovery and growth for Steiner
school communities, including heads of school,
administrators, teachers, board members and
parents. Facilitated by David Liknaitzky

Term 3
Mon 15 July: First student day (Prep – 12)
Wed 18 Sep: Last Prep day & Prep Spring Festival
Wed 18 Sep: Last student day & Spring Festival

Registrations now open for the 2019 program
(Four 3-day workshops over the course of the year)

More information:
www.steinereducation.edu.au/events/thecomplete-leader-2/

Term 4
Mon 7 Oct: 	 First student day (Prep – 12)
Sun 10 Nov: Sophia Mundi Open Day
Thu 12 Dec: 	Last Prep day & Prep Summer Festival
Thu 12 Dec: 	Last student day (Class 1 – 11) 		
Christmas Market & Play Performance

Expressions of interest:
dliknaitzky@gmail.com | 0415 529 120

Term 4, December 7 - 2018				
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FIRST CAMP FOR CLASS 3

SOPHIA MUNDI CLASS 5s COMPETE
AT ANNUAL GREEK OLYMPICS

BALNARRING, MORNINGTON PENINSULA

Class 5 students from eight other
Steiner Schools around the state
met to compete in the annual
Greek Olympics event held at the
Little Yarra Steiner School.

We were all so excited about the camp! The countdown
began at the beginning of term. We were all asking: “How
many days to go? Who will be our tent buddies?” So much
excitement!
When we were finally at Balnarring, the children settled
in well and erected their tents without too much adult
intervention. Once our camp was set up, we walked to the
beach. The children enjoyed much water play. Then, back
to the campsite and the children settled into writing about
their first day in their journals. After dinner and clean
up we all settled into Nick’s Tipi to continue creating our
pencil bags and listen to Nick reading the first part of
The Little Prince. Then it was bed time – the children generally
settled well.

Students began training at
the beginning of the year in
five athletic disciplines in
conjunction with their main
lesson study of Ancient Greece.
Students learn how the Ancient
Greeks trained and competed.
Over 10 months they refined
their skills in the disciplines once
performed in Ancient Greece.
Historically during the Olympic games, city-states called
a truce, ceasing war activities whilst the Olympic festivities
occurred.

On the first full day of camp we had an early morning walk
before breakfast and were delighted to see horses being
exercised on the beach. After breakfast and tidy up at the
camp site we played a game, had lunch and then went on
another walk to the beach to explore the rock pools. After a
beach relay, we played a most wonderful game of fox holes
in the sand. We spent the afternoon back at the campsite
and after our showers, experienced a quiet time in Nick’s
Tipi, sewing and listening to the next adventures of
The Little Prince. Fiona Cock arrived with Moritz Schon and
shared the evening meal with us. Moritz stayed with us for
the rest of the camp.

• Running: Indicating the ability to follow a single thought
to conclusion
• Standing long jump: To move smoothly from one thought
to another
• Wrestling: Showing the ability to debate
• Discus: To gain control of their feelings -maintaining
their centre amidst the centrifugal forces
• Javelin: To understand the most beautiful and harmonious
way to come to a point

On our final day we took an early morning walk to the
beach watching the horses, had breakfast and then packed
up camp. We had a short bus ride to Coolart to enjoy
a sausage sizzle
lunch and then to
explore the wonderful
gardens and mansion,
before heading home.

For us, the weather was 12 degrees with 100% chance of
rain but we somehow managed to hold three events in the
gymnasium while javelin and discus went ahead outside in
the puddles and rain on the oval - all shoes and socks were
wet but what fun it was!
Many of our students won ribbons for 1st,2nd,3rd,4th
and all of them competed in every event with enthusiasm
and grit.

Happy campers!
Dianne Paull-Langevad,
Class 3 Teacher

Emmylou King had Zeus shining down upon her, winning
the javelin overall in the girls’ event. She received with
honour a laurel wreath made with olive leaves by Mansfield
Steiner school. Tom and I are proud of the students of
Sophia Mundi who worked hard to compete in this cultural
event with courage and skill.

WELL DONE ALL!

Katherine Ellis, Bothmer/PE Teacher

CONGRATULATIONS
(1) Melbourne University Extension Program applicants:
- Ilia Seleznev (Mathematics and Physics) – Class of 2019
- Zoe O’Dwyer (Biology and French) - Class of 2019
(2) Melbourne University Kwon Lee Dow Young Scholars Program scholarship holders:
- George Hamilton - Class of 2020:
- Lucia La Terra – Class of 2019
(3) 2019 Global Youth Leadership Conference nominations
www.envisionexperience.com/explore-our-programs/global-young-leaders-conference
- Edith Benjamin – Class of 2021		
- Olivia Bishop – Class of 2021
- Madeline Chadwick – Class of 2021
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CLASS 7 LEATHER BOOK BINDING PROJECT
As Class 7 comes to the end of the year, we have all
finally completed our leather book binding. Each
one is incredibly unique and a true reflection of our
individuality. Although it was challenging, we all managed
to finish the project by helping each other. Sadly, this is
the last project will be doing with Christina as our Class
Teacher. We know that she will be an amazing Class One
Teacher next year!
As a class we are ever so grateful for her words of wisdom
and support throughout the years.
Maggie Diehm, Class 7 student

SOPHIA MUNDI STUDENTS RALLY AT
‘STRIKE 4 CLIMATE ACTION’ ON GREEN DAY
The school strike ‘Strike 4 Climate Action’ took place in
the city on 30 November. Thousands of students, as well as
teachers and parents, left their schools and workplaces to
rally outside public spaces in Australia’s capital cities.
I took part in the rally outside Parliament House in
Melbourne, together with 12 other Sophia Mundi
students.
‘Strike 4 Climate Action’ was inspired by a 15-year-old
girl in Sweden who was disappointed by the lack of work
the government is doing to help climate action. Slowly her
message spread across the world, bringing about student
strikes across the globe. Because of that message, with the
help of the Justice Collective, I conducted a Green Day at
Sophia Mundi. Everyone was asked to wear as much green
as possible. They were also asked for a gold coin donation
for the Social Plastic Foundation. At the beginning of
recess on the day of the strike, a group photo was taken
of all students wearing green. This will be sent to the
Australian Government to show how much our school
cares for the environment and our future.
In total we raised about $125.50 thanks to the support
from the school community! - Tara-Rose Kirkpatrick, Class 8

I took part in the ‘Strike 4
Climate Action’ with some of
my Class 11 classmates. The
strike occurred across Australia,
involving children from ages
5-18 striking from school
(for one afternoon) to bring
political attention to climate
change, and demand action
from the people in power.
We took the afternoon off
to join the 15,000 other
students across Australia who
were peacefully protesting the
lack of care for the planet and
climate in our state and federal
parliament. Although we missed
class, the protest was a great
success, and it was great to see
so many other people standing
up for their future and that of
future generations.
- Zoe O’Dwyer, Class 11

Teacher Assistant
Commencing Term 1, 2019
Heart Spaces Early Childhood Course in Abbotsford 2019
If you wish to be an authentic, artistic educator, joyfully engaged with children’s development and learning, supported by Rudolf
Steiner’s wealth of insights into human development; or if you are a parent wanting to understand how to support your unique
children and to be confident and creative in your parenting skills, this is a very special opportunity.
The Early Childhood Course has been running successfully for the past seven years, and will now also be held in Abbotsford. In
addition, there is now the opportunity to enrol in a Certificate 3 or Diploma in Early Childhood Education in conjunction with this
course.
This Heart Spaces course run by Carol Liknaitzky includes a mix of experiential learning techniques, groupwork, discussions,
facilitated processes, lectures, art and craft work, and reflection. Participants are provided
with opportunities to develop skills, deliver presentations, and receive constructive feedback.
Guest crafters and educators are regularly brought in from the broader Early Childhood Steiner
community.
The Heart Spaces Early Childhood Course will be held yearly at the Abbotsford Convent on
Saturday afternoons from 2.30pm – 5.30pm, 8 sessions per term, for four terms.
For more information, including expressions of interest in the certificated option, please email
Carol at cliknaitzky@gmail.com or call during business hours on 0415 603 077.

www.heartspaces.com.au

This position carries an allotment up to 0.8FTE
and may include assistant work in Primary and
Secondary classes.
A wonderful opportunity for a newly trained
teachers or teachers in training who wish to
gain experience in Steiner Education. Full
details are listed on the School’s website www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au/employment/
Applications to principal@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au

Without the support of our generous sponsors, we could not have staged such a
successful Open Day event at Sophia Mundi Steiner School. Our thanks go to:
EMILY
FLOYD

TATIANA
KOORARAM

MATT
JOY

PROPHESY
HAIR

WILD
THINGS

LAMANNA

KIM
BUSCH

CAM’S
CAFE

YUM DOG
TREATS

JANET OLIVER &
ANDREW BATES

ICE HQ

LYNN
FITZPATRICK

Fairfield and Northcote Plaza

BLACKHEART &
SPARROW

CAN DO BOOKS

PIZZA
STAZIONE
ALISON
MARGARITIS

GREAT
FRAMES
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OPEN DAY SURVEY RESULTS
The Sophia Mundi Open Day survey results were positive overall. Of the 48 responses received:
• 50% rated the event as “above expectations”
• 45% rated organisation of the event as “met expectations”
• 45% rated the atmosphere on the day as “above expectations”
• Class 1-7 classrooms were visited by 80% of attendees on the day
• 40% rated the overall classroom and display presentations as “outstanding”
• 55% thought the classroom and display presentations improved their understanding of Steiner
Education and the IB Diploma programme.
Of the 48 responses, we received 29 comments, many of which were positive. We received some
valuable suggestions on how to improve the event and will consider these as we the plan for next
year’s event.
If you would like to participate in the survey, please go to: www.surveymonkey.com/r/2V5WNSM
Judy Darmanin, Open Day Coordinator

OPEN DAY FUNDS
Funds raised at the Open Day event will
be used to purchase more equipment and
supplies for next year’s event. Proceeds
will also go towards the playground and
beautification of the school.
Helpers and internal stallholders are
invited to contact me for further details
pertaining to the funds.
Judy Darmanin, Open Day Coordinator
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