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Term 4 Week 3, 2018

Greetings Parents, Guardians  
and Community,

As the Principal of Sophia Mundi,  
I am committed to the safety of every 
member of our community.  I am 
writing to reinforce this commitment. 
 Over the last year we have been 
actively introducing a Respectful 

Relationships programme across the school and 
redefining our Teaching and Learning environment. 
The synthesis of this work - from a policy perspective 
- will come together in our new Positive Behaviour Strategy 
Policy (previously called the Behaviour Management Policy).
Here is an excerpt from the new Policy: 
 “All students have the right to a classroom environment that 
is safe, without distraction and conducive to learning. Students flourish 
only when they are happy, healthy and safe and when there is a positive 
school culture to support them. This interdependent relationship between 
student wellbeing and student learning is fundamental to students’ 
positive and successful engagement with their education. Sophia Mundi 
Steiner School aims to promote the link between wellbeing and learning 
in every aspect of the curriculum, school culture and environment.
Positive learning is at the heart of the teaching and learning process.  
Sophia Mundi aims to create a safe and positive learning environment 
which:
• promotes pro-social behaviour and positive social interactions 

amongst staff members and students;
• provides opportunities for students to practice positive learning 

strategies including developing social understanding and self-
discipline;

• values the right of all students to a safe learning environment which is 
free from intimidation, distraction and disruption.”

 I am dedicated to making Sophia Mundi a 
nurturing learning place; where we can have open 
discussions, respectful relationships and where 
everyone in our community lives and upholds our 
values. Over the next two weeks staff are finalising their 
positive learning strategies into the Positive Behaviour 
Strategy Policy so there will be consistency across the 
school.  The next Newsletter will have further details.
 Over the course of 2019 we will hold 
Community Conversations to design the next version 
of the Positive Behaviour Strategy Policy. This is a Policy that 
needs constant community engagement.  At all times 
we must remember that our children are exploring 
the world and learning about life in a safe supportive 
community where mistakes are a positive learning tools.  
 As a part of the pre-preparation work for the 
Policy redesign, in 2017 staff commenced creating 

Sophia Mundi Newsletter
Next Newsletter deadline: Wednesday, 07 November.

IMPORTANT DATES: Please see our online website calendar 

UPCOMING DATES: 
Sat 27 Oct Saturday School Tours, 10am, 11am, midday, 1pm
29 – 31 Oct  Class 9 Camp: Hike
Mon 05 Nov  Report Writing Day (pupil free day)
Tue 06 Nov  Melbourne Cup Pubic Holiday (VIC)
Wed 7 Nov Cls 5 French Play, 2:30pm
Thu 8 Nov  Cls 2 Parent Meeting, 7pm
Sat 10 Nov       Open Day Working Bee & set up
Sun 11 Nov Open Day 10am- 4pm
Mon 12 Nov Open Day Recovery Day (pupil free day)
Fri 23 Nov Class 5 Greek Olympics Day at LYSS
Tue 27 Nov    Class 3 Music Concert 5:30-6:30pm, School Hall
Tue 27 Nov    Class 4 Music Concert 6:30-7:30pm, School Hall
Wed 28 Nov   Class 5 Music Concert 5:30-6:30pm, School Hall
Wed 28 Nov   Class 6 Music Concert 6:30-7:30pm, School Hall
Tue 4 Dec      Class 7 Music Concert 5:30-6:30pm, School Hall
Tue 4 Dec      Class 8 Music Concert  6:30-7:30pm, School Hall
Wed 5 Dec    Class 9,10&11 Music Concert, 5:30-7pm, Bakehouse Studios
Wed 12 Dec Last Student Day, Term 4: Prep-11/  

Prep Festival/ Children’s Market, 3pm/ 
Shepherd’s Play

Our vision is to educate individuals who can meet the 
future out of a sense of inner freedom and purpose.

The Class of 2018 Farewell

Individual Learning Plans (IEP) for all students. 
These IEPs are a proactive mechanism for teachers, 
parents and students (where age appropriate) to set 
individual learning goals. These IEPs look at strengths, 
opportunities for growth and strategies for home and 
school success. While these IEPs initially take time, the 
outcomes are supportive. 
Finally, after four intensive years, we have been given the 
green light for the front entrance mosaic to be created. 
Thanks Teresa Martin for your tenacity & patience!

OPEN DAY - 11 November: Excitement is building! 
From an educational perspective, the Open Day 
displays provide the opportunity for our students to 
review (almost) a year’s worth of their work. This is an 
important task of the educational journey; bringing a 
reflective quality that is simply shared and presented, 
rather than discussed or analysed by the student or 
class. To place before a student, their own journey, 
across a whole year, brings appropriate consciousness 
and reflection into their own 
development, growth and 
achievements.  Warm regards, Fiona
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Tuesday,27 November Wednesday,28 November

Tuesday,04 December Wednesday,05 December

Class 7  
5:30-

6:30pm

Class 8  
6:30-

7:30pm

Class 9,10 &11  
5:30-7:00pm

Class 5  
5:30-

6:30pm

Class 6  
6:30-

7:30pm

Class 3  
5:30-

6:30pm

Class 4  
6:30-

7:30pm

Term 4 
2018

Class Music 
Concerts

School Hall

School Hall
Bakehouse Studios

27-29 Hoddle Street, Richmond

School Hall

2019 Term Dates
Term 1

Wed 30 Jan:  First student day, Classes 2 – 12 
Thu 31 Jan:  First Day, Prep and Class 1 & 
 Welcome Morning Tea 
Wed 03 Apr: Last Prep day & Prep Harvest Festival 
Thu 04 Apr:  Last student day & Harvest Festival

Term 2

Mon 23 Apr:  First student day (Prep – 12) 
Wed 19 Jun:  Last Prep day & Prep Winter Spiral 
Thu 20 Jun:  Last student day & Winter Spiral 
Fri 21 Jun:  Primary & Secondary  
 Parent/ Teacher Interview Day

Term 3

Mon 15 July: First student day (Prep – 12) 
Wed 18 Sep: Last Prep day & Prep Spring Festival  
Wed 18 Sep: Last student day & Spring Festival

Term 4

Mon 7 Oct:  First student day (Prep – 12) 
Sun 10 Nov:  Sophia Mundi Open Day 
Thu 12 Dec:  Last Prep day & Prep Summer Festival 
Thu 12 Dec:  Last student day (Class 1 – 11)    
 Christmas Market & Play Performance

During the first week of this Term class four began to learn about the 
Yarra River and the importance of its existence as a major food source 
and meeting place for the Wurundjeri people. To begin the camp, the 
class observed the river on our school doorstep and noted the colour and 
condition of the water. After driving to the upper reaches of the river, camp 
was set and the first glimpse of the clear, crystal running water of the Yarra 
was experienced. A walk to the dam was met with quite a few exclamations of 
how big the structure is and how much water it holds. Day 2 saw us drive to 
Mount Donna Buang and the children climbed the 21-metre-high lookout 
tower on the summit. Not much to be seen as we were in total cloud! A walk 
down the leach infested track brought many a squeal and regular stops to 
pull of the little suckers! More beautiful walks, a couple of painting sessions 
and a game of spotlight capped off the camp experience for the class.  Liz Morell, Class 4 Teacher

Prizes for Class 5-2017 (Wool)
2nd place:Fancy Fei (Crocheted rug)
3rd place:Reif Cassidy (Crocheted bag)
Commended:Inika Senanayake 
(Crocheted rug)

Prize for Class 6-2018 
(Toymaking)
Third Place: Ella Nekvapil (Doll)

Students at Sophia Mundi 
have once again shone in their 
creative endeavours in the wider 
community, winning four prizes 
and commendations this year at 
the Royal Melbourne Show. Four 
out of six entries won a prize or 
commendation at the Show.

Inika, Ella, Fancy, Maree (Craft Teacher) and Reif  
with their Royal Melbourne Show craft work

CRAFT STUDENTS ACHIEVE WELL AT  
2018 ROYAL MELBOURNE SHOW

CLASS 4 CAMP - UPPER 
YARRA RIVER 
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A journey of discovery and growth for Steiner 
school communities, including heads of school, 

administrators, teachers, board members and 
parents.  Facilitated by David Liknaitzky  

Registrations now open for the 2019 program 
(Four 3-day workshops over the course of the year)

More information:  
www.steinereducation.edu.au/events/the-

complete-leader-2/

Expressions of interest:  
dliknaitzky@gmail.com  | 0415 529 120

THE COMPLETE LEADER

LEADING WITH WISDOM,  
COMPASSION AND INTEGRITY

Last week on Friday 19 
October we farewelled 
our Class of 2018. 

These young people are 
beautiful: courageous, 
ethical and demonstrate a 
will to learn and be in the 
world.  These values are 
what we at Sophia Mundi 
look to in our graduates, 
and students in this class certainly have these qualities.   
As a class community they have certainly experienced 
the highs and lows of the journey of life and adapted 
to the change of class teachers. They have challenged 
us and helped us to grow together as a community of 
parents and teachers.       

Fiona Cock, Principal

CLASS OF 2018 - LAST DAY 

CLASS 8 PROJECT  PRESENTATIONS
Class 8 Project Presentations were once again 
amazing.  It is inspiring to experience their passion 
and honesty delivered with intellectual rigour.  What 
a journey each individual student presented in a truly 
courageous, heartfelt and truthful manner.  Each 
event signified a turning point in the students’ lives. 
Thank you to everyone, across the School that make 
these opportunities possible - Tanya Rao (Class 8 

Guardian), parents and 
mentors. The seed of ethical 
individualism is certainly 
alive at Sophia Mundi!

This Term 
Exchange 
Students 
from our 
French and 
Swiss partner 
schools and 
the Hokkaido 
Steiner 
School 
in Japan 

will join our Class 9s. Please 
welcome them and share Sophia 
Mundi’s spirit of generosity. 

SOPHIA MUNDI ENTRANCE MOSAIC

This week is the beginning 
of the (long) awaited start to 
the front entrance mosaic. 
Designed and conceptualised 
by Arts Coordinator Teresa 
Martin, the mosaic is also being 
formed by an Italian artisan 
tiler Pierpaulo of  Vimalkirti 
Design (www.facebook.com/

Vimalkirtidesign). They are aiming to be finished for the 
Open Day on Sunday 11 November! 
During the work process, the 
front entrance to the School will 
be cordoned off and entry will be 
through the side gate.  Please still 
come to Reception to sign-in and 
sign-out on the usual visitor/ 
staff and student forms. 

TERM 4 EXCHANGE STUDENTS 

Teresa Martin, Exchange 
Coordinator & French 
Teacher  with French  
and Swiss students.

https://www.steinereducation.edu.au/events/the-complete-leader-2/
https://www.steinereducation.edu.au/events/the-complete-leader-2/
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Saturday 10 November: Whole School
Working Bee & Open Day Set-up
Sunday 11 November: Open Day, 10am-4pm
Monday 12 November: Rest Day Holiday

The Open Day is a whole-of-school coming 
together to celebrate the work of our children  
and teachers, and is a highlight of our school year.

VOLUNTEERS
We need a number of volunteers to help with 
additional activities and organising roles, including:

• Coffee (Baristas)

• Soft serve ice cream

• Pocket Lady

• Face Painting

• Coconut Shai

• General volunteers for the day
If you can contribute, please contact openday@
sophiamundi.vic.edu.au

Sophia Mundi Open Day is looking for donations 
from the school community! If anyone has access to 
goods or foods necessary to help make the Open Day a 
success and can kindly donate, please email Alexandra 
Ansari alexandamir@gmail.com  for more details.  

ITEMS NEEDED
• Tree logs for Woodwork Stall
• LEMONS LEMONS LEMONS!!
• Fresh Ginger
• Frozen or fresh fruit (bananas, berries)
• Milk – dairy (full cream and skinny)/  

soy/ almond
• Coffee beans

CLASS 4 WOODWORK STALL - If anyone 
has any tree logs that are minimum 30cm in length, 
15-25cm diameter and please contact the School 
Reception or Angel Munrow 0423486234.

WHITE ELEPHANT STALL- We are ready to 
receive your quality used goods/household items/
clothes and books! If you have donations, please 
place then in the understairs enclosure. Any further 
enquiries: contact Mitta Hirsh on 0425 724 342.

BAKED ITEMS- Baked goods are always in high 
demand at the Open Day. This year we will be selling 
these sumptuous treats at the all new “Egyptian Tea 
Stall”, and will shortly be sending out a callout for 
donations to the School community. Happy baking!

SILENT AUCTION 
Approach your favourite shop, donate something 
from your own business. Don’t forget to emphasise 
that it’s a great way for them to gain exposure and  
ask them to include their business cards with their 
donation.  To make it easier, we have compiled a 
note and form to approach businesses, available on 
request from: openday@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au.

MARKET STALLS
Traditionally most Classes have a market stall for the 
Open Day. Please connect with your Class Carers to 
help with preparations, fill out rosters for the stall, set 
up and pack up on the day.
Stall allocatons

• Children’s Tent:   Prep
• Craft:     Class 1
• Pizza:     Class 2
• Sausages & Veggie Burgers:  Class 3
• Woodwork:    Class 4
• Egyptian Tea & Cake:   Class 5
• Lemonade & Soft Serve:  Class 6
• Tie Dye:    Class 7
• White Elephant:   Class 8
• Paella & Indian Food:   Class 9

Class 10-12 are invited to  
volunteer wherever they can!

mailto:openday@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
mailto:openday@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
mailto:alexandamir@gmail.com
mailto:openday@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au

