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Dear Parents and Community,

Social Technologies and the Human 
being (Pandora’s Box and Imagination) 
Imbue yourself with the power of imagination;  
Have courage for the truth.  
Sharpen your feeling for responsibility of soul.  

- Dr. Rudolf Steiner 

I opened with the above verse to a small gathering at the 
Community Conversation this week, entitled “Information, 
Social Technologies and the Human Being”. In her talk, Dr 
Kathryn Coleman from Melbourne University (Graduate 
School of Education) gave an inspiring and truthful insight 
into the world of digital literacy. Digital technology is an 
exciting and empowering field of human endeavour and I 
wished that the hall had been overflowing with attendees.

The theme was requested by parents in response 
to the challenges we face in today’s digital world. These 
include image damage control, fear, privacy, sexting, 
cyber bullying, and more. The heaviness of these issues 
can be overwhelming, however as a discerning educator, 
Kathryn dispelled myths, asked questions and reinforced 
the importance of a social and artistic education. The ‘C’ 
mindsets were shared: confident, cognitive, communicative, 
critical thinkers, civically responsibility and culturally 
sensitive. These mindsets are central to our education 
in the development of the imagination, inspiration and 
intuition.

At Sophia Mundi we actively work in the digital 
‘Pandora’s Box’ in the Secondary School. We do not teach 
through technology but instead use digital technologies 
to enrich the learning to coincide with the developmental 
stage of the student. Digital use is incorporated effectively, 
creatively and ethically. Guest teachers and/or industry 
specialists work with the students in areas beyond our 
expertise. It is not surprising then that digital literacy skills 
are achieved in our graduates.  Thank you, Kathryn for 
sharing your insights with us! I look forward to exploring 
and hearing our student’s insights on the topic.

In September 2017 the Australian Steiner Digital 
Technologies Curriculum K-10 was granted recognition 
by the Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting 
Authority (ACARA). The Australian Steiner Curriculum: 
Technologies was developed to meet the recognition and 
equivalence given to alternate internationally recognised 
curricula by ACARA.  Please explore the pedagogical 
approach that we follow at Sophia Mundi and open the 
“Pandora’s Box” with clarity. 

It’s interesting to ponder that when children are 
young they hold all the attributes that we hope to develop 

in young adults. This is truly a paradox. Qualities such as 
imagination, problem solving, determination, confidence 
and persistence are all things that are evident in Early 
Childhood as children play creatively with their blocks and 
shells and create imaginary worlds. They will attempt to do 
whatever they imagine and if it doesn’t quite work out, they 
will give it another go or try some other way. 

It seems strange then that these qualities are 
gradually lost through those education systems that do 
not foster the ability children have to develop and express 
themselves through these fundamental human traits. 
Solving the problems of the future requires imagination 
and creative ways of thinking to explore different 
possibilities and to consider how technology will influence 
and effect the creative process in the future.  Allowing 
our children to develop their imaginative strengths and 
foster their courage in taking risks, is a great way to help 
them develop their individual capacities. Imaginative play 
happens largely in the mind and this is where parents and 
carers can help by simply allowing time for children to play. 
Schedules with soccer, ballet, tutoring and so on, fill up our 
children’s time, perhaps adding to their sense of urgency, 
unsettledness and anxiety without giving them the time to 
simply ‘be’.   A colleague commented that ‘an investment of 
time in just ‘being’ may pay greater dividends than all the 
extracurricular activities’. 

Honouring childhood, inspiring teenagers that 
the world is good; allowing them to develop into moral and 
ethical adults with time and ‘being’ is what my amazing 
colleagues achieve at Sophia Mundi.  

I am so thankful to be a part of this Community.   
With warmth, Fiona

Sophia Mundi Newsletter
Next Newsletter deadline:  Wednesday, 22 August.

IMPORTANT DATES: Please see our online website calendar 

UPCOMING DATES: 
Mon 13 Aug Class 9 Parent Meeting, 7-8:30pm
Tues 14 Aug  Class 4 Parent Meeting, 7-8:30pm
Wed 15 Aug   Class 9 Excursion: Melbourne Zoo, 1pm
Wed 15 Aug Class 10 Parent Meeting, 7-8:30pm
Thu 16 Aug   Class 2 Parent Meeting, 7-8:30pm
20-31 Aug    Class 9 Camp: Nungatta
Tues 21 Aug  Class 6 Parent Meeting, 7-8:30pm
Tues 21 Aug Class 11/12 Parent Meeting, 7-8:30pm
Wed 22 Aug  Class 7 Play, 2pm & 6:30pm
Fri 24 Aug   Steiner Schools VIC Curriculum Day - LYSS, 

8:30am-3:30pm (Prep-Cls 10 student free day)
Playgroup & IB classes running.

Sat 25 Aug Saturday School Tours, 10am, 11am, midday, 1pm 
Wed 29 Aug  Class 6 Play & Concert, 6pm
Wed 05 Sep   Annual Music Concert, 6:30pm
Wed 05 Sep IB Visual Arts Exhibition (until Thu 13 Sept) 
Thu 06 Sep  Class 2 Play, 2pm
Wed 19 Sep   Class 8 Play, 7pm
Wed 19 Sep   Prep Spring Festival &Prep last day Term 3
Thu 20 Sep  Spring Festival & Last student day Term 3 (Cls 1-12)

Our vision is to educate individuals who can meet the 
future out of a sense of inner freedom and purpose.

http://www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au/calendar-and-events/
https://www.steinereducation.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/ascf_technologies_digital_curriculum_k_to_10_sep_2017.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/SophiaMundiSteinerSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/sophiamundisteinerschool/
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WELCOME MORITZ -  
OUR NEW VOLUNTEER

Hello my name is Moritz Schön. I am 18 years old and 
have recently completed my studies at Liebfrauenschule 
Gymnasium, Sigmaringen 
– the town where I have
been living with my parents
and sister. In my spare
time I have worked in
our family’s 100 year old
bakery, Café Schön, and
in my small videography
business: https://
moritzschoenproduction.de/

I arrived in Australia in early 
August and will be Sophia 
Mundi’s volunteer until July next year.  I am very 
grateful to be a volunteer at Sophia Mundi and for my 
host family – Tatiana Kooraram and her daughter  
Tara-Rose Kirkpatrick (Class 8).

I look forward to becoming part of the school 
community, improving my English and learning all 
about Australian culture.

CLASS 6 CAMP TO HATTAH 
KULKYNE NATIONAL PARK.

Class 6 spent the second week of this Term in a 
beautiful part of Australia called The Hattah Kulkyne 
National Park. This National Park is located right in 
the North Western tip of Victoria, not far from the 
Mighty Murray River. It took us nearly eight hours to 
drive there, but my word, it was worth it!

Hattah National Park is famous for its huge lakes and 
we set up camp by the shore of one of these lakes.  The 
reflection of the gums on the surface of the still water, 
the multi-faceted bird life and the incredible colours 
at sunrise and sunset all contributed to our fantastic 
experiences. 

As this was an Astronomy Camp we had a marvellous 
time exploring the celestial heights, identifying 
constellations, being amazed by the very full moon  
and most of all, being utterly astonished at what we  
saw through our telescope. Saturn is simply 
breathtaking to behold!

Of course we went on many walks – we stepped out 
the orbital distances of the planets, heard stories of 
Indigenous People in the area, explored sand dunes, ate 
brilliant food (including food we cooked ourselves 
on our Trangia cooker), heard stories of Romans 
and Astronomers, sang and ate marshmallows by the 
fire and one night ... slept under the stars.  

A big thanks to Nic Andreatta, Anneke Top and Class 
6 parents Michele Trinchi and Paola Cocchis who came 
along for the ride. 

We live in a very special part of the world and it was 
truly an honour to spend time both with the land and 
under such radiant stars.     Jonathan Shaw, Class 6 Teacher

05 – 18 September 2018 

“INSIGHT” IB VISUAL ARTS 
EXHIBITION 2018

St Helier’s 
Gallery  

(Cam’s Kiosk) 
Abbotsford 

Convent 

Official Opening: 

05 September 
2018 (4-6pm)

“Profiling Rusty”, digital print, 20cm x 30 cm, Macgregor Doyle. 2018

“The Mound”, Solomon Harvey, 25cm x 35 cm, ink, pen, digital filter 2017

https://moritzschoenproduction.de/
https://moritzschoenproduction.de/
http://www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au


ROYAL MELBOURNE SHOW
Sophia Mundi has submitted seven entries for the 
2018 Royal Melbourne Show Art, Craft & Cookery 
Competition. Our Class 6 entrants are:

• Fancy Fei: crochet rug (Fibre, Yarn and Fabric/Primary category)

• Inika Senanayak:crochet rug (Fibre, Yarn and Fabric/Primary category)

• Lewis Breuer: crochet bag (Fibre, Yarn and Fabric/Primary category)

• Reif Cassidy: crochet bag (Fibre, Yarn and Fabric/Primary category)

• Eliza Fox: toy elephant (Fibre, Yarn and Fabric/Toy Making category)

• Alessandra Cocchis: doll (Fibre, Yarn and Fabric/Toy Making category)

• Ella Nekvapil: doll (Fibre, Yarn and Fabric/Toy Making category)

The Royal Melbourne Show Art, Craft & Cookery 
Competition encourages creativity and passion at all skill 
levels and showcases the best home-grown talent from 
around Australia. It is part of the Royal Melbourne Show 
which runs from 22 September – 2 October this year and 
is held at the Melbourne Showgrounds.

Olrla Farrington, Fancy Fei, Inika Senanayake and Ella 
Nekvapil won awards in the 2017 competition.

We wish all entrants in this year’s competition the best of luck!

3Term 3, August 10 - 2018       www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au

The children have 
recently engaged 
with some of the 
Zoos Victoria 
projects. 

The First project 
was “Wipe for 
Wildlife”. 

The children chose 
to make posters to draw people’s attention to the fact 
that native habitat is logged to make paper for toilet 
paper and to encourage people to buy only 100% 
recycled toilet paper. The posters are displayed in the 
School Library.

The Second project was “Fighting Extinction”. 
The children made and 
sold gingerbread and cheese 
biscuits in the shape of native 
animals raising $111 to donate 
to the Zoo’s Fighting Extinction 
program. This was fun and 
a great success. Thank you 
to all the students, staff and 
families who bought our 
biscuits.    

 Jude Walker,  
Aftercare Coordinator

On Friday 3 August, our IB Biology students visited 
the Gene Technology Access Centre (GTAC) in 
Parkville to learn more about DNA biotechnology 
and its application in medical research. The day was 
filled with white lab coats and hands on lab work. 

The students applied themselves diligently to 
the scientific tasks they were given and actively 
participated in group discussions with the GTAC 
scientists and mentors. The students learned about 
the importance of these techniques in discovering 
new treatments and potential cures for serious 
diseases such as Hepatitis B. GTAC provided a 
very interesting program in an innovative and 
collaborative educational environment.   
Dr Amanda Colebrook, IB Biology Teacher

AFTERCARE  FUNDRAISER 
FOR  ZOOS VICTORIA

CLASS 11 & 12 BIOLOGY EXCURSION TO GTAC

http://www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
https://www.gtac.edu.au/
https://www.zoo.org.au/education/fighting-extinction-schools
https://www.zoo.org.au/sites/default/files/Wipe_4_Wildlife_Teacher_Resource_Pack_2.pdf


CLASS  6  BUSINESS  MATHS  STALL 
 

MAX HAMILTON’S 

4 X 4 

MATHS CLOCK 
DESIGNED AND ASSEMBLED BY MAX H 

 

195mm DIAMETER CLOCK - $10 
 

275mm DIAMETER CLOCK - $25 
 
 

TO PLACE AN ORDER PLEASE EMAIL 
hamilton.kondos@optusnet.com.au 
LAST ORDERS 23 AUGUST 2018 

CLOCKS WILL BE READY FOR PICK UP FROM SCHOOL  
MONDAY 27 AUGUST 3:15PM 

 

 

PEER LEARNING - CLASS 7 SCIENCE
Sophia Mundi’s Class 7s recently examined the 
different properties of heat during Main Lesson.

Class 9 student Clay Arnott-Ford demonstrated 
to the class that a substance can change state 
from solid to liquid and back to solid via the 
process of heat, using a forge he had created 
for melting metal. Prior to the demonstration, 
it was important to determine the forging 
temperature of the metal.

The forge had been created by Clay as part of his 
Class 8 project last year and the demonstration 
was received with interest by the Class 7s.

“Receive children in reverence, educate them  
in love, and let them go forth in freedom.”

 rudolf steiner

p: 03 9417 2537 
e: admin@littlesophiakindergarten.org.au 
w: littlesophiakindergarten.org.au

Little Sophia is an independent not for profit 
inner-city Steiner kindergarten based in Abbotsford, 
Melbourne. We aim to foster enthusiasm, joy and 
wonder for life in an environment of beauty  
and imagination. Special care is given to create  
a play environment that is beautiful, unhurried  
and secure.

Our Kindergarten is a warm, protective space 
stimulated by creative play, storytelling, singing, 
baking, paints and colour.

Children at Little Sophia are surrounded by 
caring people and treasures from nature, to help 
develop an appreciation, respect and care for  
our world.

Little Sophia runs family playgroups for children  
(0-3 years) and kindergarten programmes  
(3-6 years) with high staff to child ratios. Parents 
may be eligible for the Child Care Benefit and 
Child Care Rebate for the all-day kindergarten 
programmes.

Please visit our website or contact us if you are 
interested in a tour or the programmes we offer.

Places available

Little Sophia Kindergarten is conducting interviews for 
enrolments in 2019.  We have two Kinder Rooms at Little 

Sophia. The Kingfisher room is open Monday–Friday, while the 
Dragonfly Room is open Tuesday–Friday. The programme hours 

are 8.30am to 4.30pm in both rooms.

For more information, please phone Rachel at Little Sophia 
Kindergarten on 9417 2537.
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2018 Open Day Committee 
openday@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au  

OPEN DAY
Sunday 11 November  10am - 4pm

Sophia Mundi Steiner School Thanks to all those who attended our first  
Open Day meeting on 7 August. We were delighted 
with the turnout!   If you would like to get involved, 

please email us, connect on facebook  
(www.facebook.com/groups/299363663946118) 

and come to next meeting:

Tuesday 14 August       8:40-9:30am  
Cam’s Café, Abbotsford Convent  

1820
Music
Concert

Annual

      Wednesday  
05 September 

Concert 

6:30 to 
8:00pm

$5 Child
$8 Adult

An intimate 
evening of  

music featuring 
Secondary 

School Music 
Ensembles  
and Duos

The Oratory
Abbotsford Convent
1 St Heliers Street, Abbotsford

Bookings essential: trybooking.com/410375 

www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au

mailto:openday@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
mailto:hamilton.kondos@optusnet.com.au
http://www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
mailto:admin@littlesophiakindergarten.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/groups/299363663946118
http://www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
trybooking.com/410375



