Sophia Mundi Newsletter
Term 2 Week 7, 2018

Next Newsletter deadline: Tuesday, 12 June.

IMPORTANT DATES: Please see our online website calendar

Our vision is to educate individuals who can meet the
future out of a sense of inner freedom and purpose.

UPCOMING DATES:
Tue 05 Jun School Tour, 9:30am
4 - 8 June
Class 7 Camp: Horse riding
4 - 8 June Library will be closed all week
Tue 05 Jun Class 3 Music Concert, 5:30-6:30pm
Tue 05 Jun Class 4 Music Concert, 6:30-7:30pm
Wed 06 Jun Class 5 Music Concert, 5:30-6:30pm
Wed 06 Jun Class 6 Music Concert, 6:30-7:30pm
Wed 06 Jun Class 10 Parent Meeting, 7pm
Mon 11 Jun
Queen’s Birthday (Public Holiday)
Tues 12 Jun French Poetry Recital - Primary Classes
Wed 20 Jun Prep Winter Festival & Prep last day of Term 2
Thu 21 Jun Winter Spiral & Last student day Term 2 (Cls 1-12)
Fri 22 Jun Primary & Secondary Interview Day

Dear Parents and Community,
Welcome to Winter.
How inclusive are we as a Community?
Our School Improvement Plan
(available on our website) states that
our vision is to provide an environment
where all students ‘can develop their
latent capacities and talents, unfolding
who they truly are, and take their place in society able to
choose their path to the future’.
There are increasingly challenging issues facing
schools today, some of which include bullying, technology
pressures to have the latest gadget, political correctness
and government requirements to meet every individual
child’s needs. In our School environment, I believe that
Sophia Mundi addresses these challenges mindfully. We
courageously meet the world by working restoratively with
students and parents in situations where bullying has
occurred. Our School mobile phone policy states that
students place their electronic devices at Reception (and
they do) and we ask that parents not use mobile devices
while on campus. The current political debate around
disability has inspired us to make creative, reasonable
adjustments for students across the School Community.
Each of us at Sophia Mundi strive to be the best
we can. For some it is not an easy world to live in, but our
task is to meet each other and appreciate our gifts and
diverse qualities. Through meeting these challenges comes
the consciousness and change that our world needs.

• Extra Lesson: for classes Prep to Class 6
• Support Education (Enrichment) either on an
individual or group lesson basis (Classes 3 – 12)
• Tobias programme: developmental enrichment
programme during Main Lesson conducted by Ben
Darby and Raquel McConnell
• Recorder support by Dianne Paull
Currently we are investigating an English enrichment
programme in the Middle School classes. This will be
conducted by Katherine Connelly (IB Literature and
Theatre teacher) and will involve Katherine working in
classes to provide teachers with differentiation strategies
to deepen learning for students.
Sophia Mundi staff are currently undertaking
the National Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD)
audit across the school. This data forms the basis for
our funding from the Federal Government. At all times
privacy of personal information is protected. Staff
provide data and evidence on the level of educational
adjustments related to disabilities. Schools are asked to
identify the broad category of disability for each student
from one of four categories: Physical, Cognitive, Sensory
and Social/Emotional.
These are all aspects of our inclusive program. Please send
through your thoughts relating to this broad issue, or
drop by to have a discussion.
Winter warmth,
Fiona

Education Engagement and Enrichment
I’d like to share the current strategies that Education
Engagement and Enrichment (EEE) (formally Support
Education department) are working with to weave the social
fabric of our Community:
• Teacher Assistants in classes Prep to Class 10
Mentoring for Staff (individual and groups from Early
Childhood to Senior School. Mentoring
is managed by experienced staff in Steiner and
IB pedagogy)
• Professional Development in Special Education needs
• Differentiation strategies
• Restorative conversations
• Difficult conversation training
• Library resources
• Welfare personnel
• Respectful Relationships programme (Rights, Reliance
and Respectful Relationships) Sophia Mundi is a Lead
School in this Government Program
• Individual Educational Plans (IEPs) with student,
parent and teacher input

Sophia Mundi Steiner School

School Semester 1 Reports
School Semester reports will be sent out via email
to parents and carers by Friday 15 June.
Primary and Secondary Interview Day
I encourage all parents and secondary students to
have fruitful conversations at the Parent/Teacher
interviews on Friday 22 June.
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CLASS 1 -12
PARENT/ TEACHER INTERVIEW DAY
FRIDAY 22 JUNE : 8:30am - 3:30pm.
Primary School parents & guardians, please make sure
you make a time to meet with your Class Teacher.
Secondary School parents & guardians, please email:
admin@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au with “P/T Interviews” in the
subject line. In the body of the email please include:
your child’s full name and class, your preferred interview
time/s, and the name of each Teacher you wish to meet.

MUSIC
CONCERTS

NOTICE TO PARENTS

CHILD SUPERVISION AT
CLASS CONCERTS
To ensure the safety and duty of care of all Sophia
Mundi students, please note the following details for
our upcoming concert series:
• No students are to remain on the School grounds
between 3:45pm and their concert preparation
arrival time.
• School gates will be locked 3:45pm - 5:15pm.
• If your child is remaining at The Convent between
3:45pm and their concert preparation time,
supervision by parents is advisable.

FRENCH POETRY RECITAL
Tuesday 12 June 11:15am – 2:45pm
This year, our French poetry recitation will be assessed
by teaching staff at Sophia Mundi and Delphine
Laboureau-Ormancey from Tete a Tete the Abbotsford
Convent. The students will still receive a certificate but
there will be no finalists. Next year we will return to
our tradition of having an examiner from the Alliance
Française. Teresa Martin, French Teacher

Steiner Education and IB World School

Preparation and Concert times
• Class 3, 5, 7, 9 arrive and prepare from 5:15pm.
Concert starts 5:30pm sharp in the Eurythmy Hall.
• Class 4, 6, 8 arrive and prepare from 6:15pm.
Concert starts 6:30pm sharp in the Eurythmy Hall.
SOPHIA
• Primary
MUNDIstudents to prepare in their own classrooms.
Secondary students to prepare in Class 7.

INTERACT ARTS :
IT’S THE END OF AN ERA.

Term 2
2018

On Friday 25 May we celebrated the Artists of Interact
Arts in their
final exhibition.
Interact Arts
studio remains
open on the
Ground Floor of
the Providence
Building 1 St
Heliers Street,
Abbotsford
Convent for only
a few more weeks.

Class Music
Concerts
School Eurythmy Hall
Tuesday,22 May

Tuesday,05 June

Class 9

Class 3 Class 4

5:30-6:30pm

Tuesday,29 May

Class 7 Class 8
5:306:30pm

6:307:30pm

5:306:30pm

Interact Arts provided an exciting range of creative
opportunities for both younger and older adults
with a disability to practice as visual and performing
artists. Raquel McConnell, Sophia Mundi’s Acting IB
Co-ordinator says “This has been such an inspiring
journey for my son Will McConnell, working with so
many wonderful people. Come see the work. Share
the love and help us celebrate. The work these guys do
is magic!”

6:307:30pm

Wednesday,06 June

Class 5 Class 6
5:306:30pm

6:307:30pm
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WINTER SPIRAL 2018
Thursday 21 June, from 9:00am

“When days are darkest
The earth enshrines
The seeds of Summer’s birth.
The Spirit of love
Is a light that shines
Deep in the darkness of Earth.”
As the Sun reaches its lowest zenith, the light and
warmth of the earth are dwindling. The inward
turning season of Winter brings an awakening of
the creativity, the soul of the Human Being. So the
Winter Spiral is a quiet and reverent recognition
of the inner light that we carry, when nature all
around us is falling away.

“In darkest night
The earth shall be light
And gleam as a star
I and you, you and I
We shall give our light too.”

Here is the timetable for the
Winter Spiral:
9:00 – 9:20am
Class 1
9:20 – 9:50am
Class 2
9:50 – 10:00am Class 3
10:00 – 10:20am Class 4
10:20 – 10:40am Class 5
10:40 – 11:00am Class 6
11:00 - 11:30am Class 7
11:30 – 11:50am Class 8
11:50 - 12:10pm Class 9 & 10
12:10 - 12:30
Classes 11 & 12

A spiral made of branches and foliage will be
arranged in a darkened area. Class by class, one
by one, the children will walk into the Spiral, light
their candles from the central flame and arrange
them on the Spiral. Eventually the entire school
will have added their light. Parents are invited to
see their class carry out this beautiful ritual.
Available parents in the Primary School are asked
to sing as their children enter the Spiral. We are
having a morning sing along to support parents
in learning the winter songs - Monday and
Tuesday in the Courtyard from 8.30-8.40am.
It would be wonderful if you could join us in the
build up to the event.

SOPHIA MUNDI CIRCUS
Students who attend the Circus Skills Elective are currently
working on “duo pyramids”. They are learning to counterbalance each other and are developing strength and confidence in
themselves through the balancing.
Katherine Ellis, PE Coordinator

NOTICE OF STUDENT
WITHDRAWAL
A reminder that as per the School Fee Policy,
parents are required to give one full term’s
notice of withdrawal.
For any student in Class 6, two full Term’s
notice is required.
If your child is currently in Class 6 and
will not be returning to Sophia Mundi in
2019, official notice must be received by
no later than the first day of Term 3
(Monday 16 July).
Any notice of withdrawal should be forwarded
in writing to the school’s Registrar: registrar@
sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
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CROSS COUNTRY

CLASS 6 MAIN LESSON THEMES
This week, Sophia Mundi’s Class 6 students remain in
the GEOLOGY state of mind and end the Term with
Business Maths.
After Winter break, we will enter the STARLIT space
of ASTRONOMY which
will sync in beautifully
with our second and final
camp for the year.

The Division Cross Country Run took place on
Wednesday 30 May at Princess Park in Carlton.
Students from Classes 6, 7 and 8 participated in the
event. Participants ran through Princess Park in a
3-kilometre run with other school students from within
the Moreland Division.

Alongside all of
this, we have been
learning something
of the AUSTRALIAN
EXPLORERS from
the 19th Century. My
favourite explorer is John McDouall Stuart (pictured
below), who crossed Australia from South to North
in 1861.
We’ve just begun
the story of Burke
and Wills. It is an
extraordinary tale,
baffling, comedic and
tragic in equal parts.
Did you know they
packed a bath to take
to the desert? And 75
litres of rum for the
camels?

FOR SALE-$400
15” Bonomelli Allegro Viola Outfit

I plan to spend this
Term sharing stories
from Australia’s
history - hopefully culminating with Ned Kelly - before
returning to Roman Times Second Semester.
Jonathan Shaw, Class 6 Teacher

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

good set up.
in very good condition.
viola dated ‘1998’.
case + German Schwarz Rosin included.
belongs to an ex-Sophia Mundi student.
purchased 2nd hand for $850.00
‘Cellissimo’ store receipt available.

CANTEEN CHEF - IN ACTION
Ian Jackson from Solstice Foods working in the
Sophia Mundi Canteen. Ian makes all the delicious
meals from scratch with fresh, local ingredients.
Look out for Take Home menu including
warm winter curries.

Contact: Mariana 0402 403 016
If you’d like to see and/or purchase the viola, I’d be happy to
meet you at Sophia Mundi.
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