Sophia Mundi Newsletter

Term 1 Week 4, 2018

Next Newsletter deadline: Tuesday, 06 March.
IMPORTANT DATES:Please also see our online website calendar
UPCOMING DATES:

Greetings Parents and Community,

Sat 24 Feb School Tours, 10am/11am/ 12pm/1pm

Mobile Phones
We are making inroads! I was pleased
to read in The Age, on Tuesday 20
February, that some Schools are
beginning to ban mobile phone
usage. This ban has been in place
at Sophia Mundi for three years and I truly feel that
positive cultural change is occurring. Please remember
that students’ phones must be left in Reception
and switched off at all times on School premises. I
encourage adults (parents, guardians, grandparents,
carers…) not to use phones on campus and if switched
on, to keep them on silent. This week I hesitantly asked
a few parents to refrain from using their mobiles and
encouraged them to introduce themselves to fellow
community members face to face. Although I feel
uncomfortable requesting this in person, I feel very
strongly that children and students need to be greeted
warmly. I will therefore continue to be vigilant in this
approach. Sophia Mundi encourages children and
students to engage, be challenged and be present, and
I am hoping that the adults in our community will
exercise discipline in this regard and be good role
models for students. Note: See our current blog post on www.
sophiamundi.vic.edu.au entitled “This simple solution to smartphone
addiction is now used in 600 U.S. Schools”.

Mon 26 Feb Cls 9 Parent Meeting, 7pm
Cls 2 Parent Meeting, 7pm

5-9 March

Class 8 Camp: Glenelg River

Tue 5 Mar

School Tour, 9:30am-11am

Tue 6 Mar

SEA’s National Survey “Focus Groups”
Parent/ Teacher Interview Evening
(Cls 7-12), 2:30 – 7:30pm

Tue 6 Mar

Cls 6 Parent Meeting, 7pm

Tue 13 Mar Community Conversation:
“Communication & Technology”, 7 – 8:30pm
Wed 14 Mar Cls 7 & Cls 10 Vaccinations, 11am
Fri 23 Mar Athletics Day with LYSS & MRSS
11:00am – 3:30pm
Sat 24 Mar School Tours, 10am/11am/ 12pm/1pm
Wed 28 Mar Prep festival & Prep Last day of Term
Thu 29 Mar Harvest Festival & Last day of Term (Cls 1-12), 2pm
Thu 29 Mar Cls 5 Indian Celebration, 6:30pm

narrative on why Steiner Education ‘works’. It will
enable us to track public commentary.
As well as benefiting from the project
collectively, each member School will directly benefit
from this project. Data Analysis and Reports will also
be derived at individual School level and provided to
each School for their own internal use. The data that is
collected and analysed will be built into our website as a
cohesive narrative. This data can also be used internally
to help us plan for future directions and identify issues
that need addressing.
Focus Groups will be held on Tuesday, 6 March
(Note this event is the same day of our Secondary
Interview Evening). Please consider sharing your
stories and experiences!
Warmly,
Fiona Cock – Principal

National Steiner Engagement Research
I am delighted to announce that the Sophia Mundi
Community has been selected to be a ‘Focus Group’
as part of a National Survey undertaken by Steiner
Education Australia (SEA). Australian Public Affairs
(APA) have been appointed to undertake the research.
Their Managing Director, Tracey Cain is well known
in the independent schools’ sector and has provided
support to Steiner Schools for more than
15 years.
SEA’s aim is to boost the perception of Steiner
education and Steiner schools’ credibility with media,
politicians, current and prospective families. The
purpose of the National Survey is to give SEA and
Sophia Mundi Steiner School a better understanding of
what our reputation is from the perspective of parent,
teacher, alumni and government.
The National Survey will act as a springboard to
create and communicate to key stakeholders, including
government bodies, a cohesive, evidence-informed

Sophia Mundi Steiner School

Thu 1 Mar

Class 4 Camp at Walkerville
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CLASS FOURWALKERVILLE CAMP
Camp last week (12-15 February) at Walkerville was a
wonderful experience and a really lovely time was had by
all. The observations of the marine-life existing in the rock
pools and the changing of the tide provided much informal
learning for the children and is a prime example of the
phenomenological science within our curriculum. A group
of children spoke at assembly and shared a few experiences
from the week and below are some excerpts of the recount
writing undertaken by the Class.

LIZ MORRELL CLASS
FOUR TEACHER
Liz Morrell is Sophia Mundi’s Class 4 Teacher this year and
although she has been living in Queensland for many years
and is new to the School, she feels like she’s been
here forever.
Her association with Sophia Mundi goes back a long way,
when her son Ben attended the School between 1989 and
1990 and then again in 1994, while Liz trained to become
a Steiner teacher in Warranwood. The family were only in
Melbourne for a short period, but the time away turned out
to be life-changing for them.

Camp Recall by Harvey
Last week class four went on a camp at Walkerville. The class loved it.
We had crab races, and we went on a big walk on the beach. When we
got there, we went for a swim. The class loved it. Then we had lunch and
swam again. Liz said we were going to the caves. My friend Paddy and I
found a bee hive in a cave so we didn’t go in there. We went back to the
camp and made dinner. We had story, it was good, then we went to bed.
The next day it was raining so Liz set up a tarp and we played fun games
like piggy in the middle. The rain stopped and we went to the creek. We
went into the bush where there was a hole that some people fell down
into. The next day we went home. Camp was fun.

Up until that point Liz had been a Mainstream Teacher
and her children had attended Samford Valley Steiner
School in Queensland. Liz was delighted to commence her
teaching at the Samford Valley as soon as she qualified as
a Steiner Teacher. Incredibly she remained there for over
two decades, taking her students from Class 1 to Class 7.
Over the years she has been able to take one group of Class
4 students to Class 7, another group of Class 1 students to
Class 7 and her more recent group of students from Class 5
to Class 8.

On Camp by Lea
Last week class four went on camp. We set up out tents and went for
a walk to the rock pools. We found crabs and had a lot of crab races.
On the second day we went on a long walk and we went swimming
and snorkelling. We found a big starfish. We put it on a rock and
went through the caves. The day after we went for a little walk before
breakfast. I really liked the big walks. I had a wonderful camp. I wish it
was for longer!

Liz looks back at her experience at Samford Valley Steiner
with fondness and pride, as the School has grown so much
since the 90s. Over the years she has learned so much
about Anthroposophy and the Steiner Curriculum. She
was involved in the school’s String Music Programme, the
Kitchen Garden Programme and represented the school at
the SEA (known back then
as the RSSA).

Camp by William
Last week class four went on camp to Walkerville. We walked west along
the coastline, stopped at the rock pools, caught crabs and had crab races.
I got a big fright when I saw a big crab, I told the others and they helped
me catch it. We named it Snippy. Paddy found a huge starfish and he put
it on a rock to live. Giselle spotted a cave, we went through it and found
some more. On day three we walked east of where we stayed and the tide
came in so we couldn’t see the rock pools. We saw a dead Port Jackson
shark. We got to a great spot for lunch, walked a track in the bush and
I went around 3 times. It was a bit overcast and we sheltered under a
tarp. I had the best time ever!
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Liz is looking forward to
working closely with her
Class 4 students this year.
She loves music and sings
in a community choir at
St Kilda. “Sophia Mundi
is the right place to be - I
just love the School,” says
Liz. Welcome to Sophia
Mundi Liz.
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PREP CLASS OF 2018

SEA’S NATIONAL SURVEY
“FOCUS GROUPS”
What a wonderful start to the year for the 2018 Prep class.
We are a robust group of 22 children and there are 8
different languages among the community. The class is a
true indication of life in inner city Melbourne - we are a
diverse and vibrant bunch.

TUESDAY, 6 MARCH
Share your Experiences of Steiner Education:
Request for Volunteers! (Note this event is the
same day of our Secondary Interview Evening)

Prep is a time for play and play and more play - and
we make lots of time for play. Every day is a joyful
predictable day - we play, we sing, we cook, we play,
we eat, we play, we clean, we rest, we play some more.
Everything in Steiner education is about developing
a social human being. We want and crave social
relationships - not virtual friends but REAL ones!

We encourage parents, Teachers and Alumni (both
Alumni parents and students) to share their thoughts
and experiences of Steiner Education.
The sharing will be conducted in small “focus group”
format (approximately 6-8 participants) and each
session will be approximately 45 minutes long. Focus
Group discussions will be undertaken by the Managing
Director of the (APA), Tracey Cain.

And so little by little this diverse group of young children
are getting to know each other. These bonds will be the
foundation for future years to build on - through the
primary years and beyond. Surrounding the children
are the families which create the ever-loving boundaries
for the healthy life of all the children in the class. The
friendships will bloom and grow.

If you are able to participate in a “focus group”, please
book through the School office (admin@sophiamundi.
vic.edu.au) for the following times:
12:00pm Teachers

In light of the many cultures we have in the School - my
Prep families would like to meet others in the School
community who share a language or culture. If you are
interested please write your name on the lists at Reception
(front desk). It would be wonderful to start up some
cultural clubs within the School.

12:45pm Secondary Students

And in the language of the local indigenous peoples:

Wominjeka yearmann koondee biik Wurundjeri balluk
(Welcome to the land of the Wurundjeri people)

2:00pm

Parents - Primary School (Prep-Cls6)

3:45pm

Teachers

4:00pm

Parents - Secondary School (Cls 7-12)

6:00pm

Alumni Parents

6:45pm

Alumni Students

7:30pm

Board Members

Rene McKay - Prep Teacher

INTER-SCHOOL ATHLETICS DAY - FRIDAY, 23 MARCH
Sophia Mundi students are involved in the upcoming
annual event: Inter-School Athletics Day competing
with Melbourne Rudolf Steiner School and Little Yarra
Steiner School students from classes 7-10. The event
is on March 23rd this Term and students are currently
training in shot-put, high -jump, long jump, triple
jump and running.
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It is important that students come prepared for their
PE lessons in uniform and running shoes each week.
March 23rd is a Friday and students and teachers will
travel on a hired bus to the event in Ringwood. We’re
looking forward to the day!
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Dianne Paull-Langevad
(Class 3 Teacher) is
pleased to introduce
student teacher
Janita Kanninen
from Finland.

COMMUNITY
CONVERSATION
School Hall
Tuesday 13 - March 7-9pm

Janita, who is visiting
Australia for the first
time, is doing her
placement in Class 3
for the next couple of
weeks. She is a very
independent young lady
and has arranged all her own travel arrangements for
this special visit to Sophia Mundi. Please introduce
yourself to Janita and perhaps extend an invitation to
her to spend time with you and your family or friends.

“Communication”
Information,
Social Technologies
and the
Human Being

PLAYGROUP NATURE TABLE
Playgroup has begun at the Sophia Mundi Cottage on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Friday mornings. On Friday
mornings Nature Playgroup is held in the kitchen garden
and local green spaces. Our Playgroup nature table
reflects the seasons and the local landscape.

• Student presentations
• ‘Moral Technologies’ Conference speakers

For more Indigenous seasonal information, see the Seven
Seasons of the Kulin People: https://museumsvictoria.com.au/
forest/climate/dry.html.

• Discussion groups

For information on Yarra River animal habitat
conservation: https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0019/26146/005-Individual-Anonymous-3101.pdf
Butterfly: Sightings of the common brown butterfly signals the hot dry
season, known as ‘Biderap’ to the Wurundjeri people of this area.

Staff, Parents,Friends and all Secondary
students (Class 7-12) are invited to attend.
The first Community Conversation Event
for 2018 is shaping up to be contemporary,
provocative and not to be missed! The
presenters are all grappling with aspects of
the theme and enthusiastically encourage you
to do the same. All invited to come.

Nature Table Animals: The
common wombat hiding in its burrow
(now found downstream of Burke
Road), black wallabies and Eastern
Grey Kangaroos all live together on
the banks of the Yarra River and its
many billabongs. It hard to spot the shy
platypus who has recently returned to
the local Merri creek, but watch out,
there are sleepy snakes curled up in the
tall tussock grass!

The programme will include the following:
Secondary School student presentation:
A student’s perspective on challenges and
opportunities which they have in life with
information and social technologies
Presentation from the Moral Technologies
Conference Organising Team:
This team is facilitating the Secondary
students’ workshops. They will also share their
insights around their conference in April:
“Redirecting the technological stream towards an Ethical Future”.
Small Group Discussion: around the
presentations and the themes.
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COMMUNITY PIZZA EVENING

Music Corner
A NOTE FOR PARENTS ABOUT
HOME PLAY & PRACTICE
You will notice that all students now have the
newly designed and updated Homeplay Diary.
We are very pleased that the new design and
music information on the internal pages has
been very well received by students - they love
it! Have you read your child’s music diary his
week?

We welcomed many current and new families and
friends to the annual sunset Community Pizza Evening
on Friday, 16 February. Behind the scenes preparation
was underway from late afternoon - dough-making,
toppings and sauce-making, table arranging and pizza
oven lighting.

Please write a note to the Music Teacher
commenting on what you’ve observed about
their playing this week. What is going well?
What needs more support from IMT? These
practice tips may also be useful. https://
themusiciansblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/28/12-tipsfor-practicing-music/

Shortly after arrival hungry guests began to line up,
kneading and shaping individual dough balls until
toppings were added and pizzas cooked.
Thanks to all those involved in the enjoyable event
(Including those who brought salads and desserts).
Teresa Martin (Arts Coordinator) gives a special
mention to the Preparation & Cleanup Team: Amanda,
Tom, Jonathan, Anneka, Orla, Olena, Blanca,
Christina, Patrick and Louise; as well as Tom, Colin,
Rowan and Fiona on the pizza oven.
Preparing and baking over 100 pizzas is a great
achievement and typically the process was handled
with joyful ease!

HOME
SCHOOLING
TUTOR ROLE
A small Hurstbridge
homeschooling group is looking
for help once a week, ages range
from 8, 11 and 13 years old.
This could possibly suit a
current/retired teacher or
current/past student; or a
passionate Steiner parent.
Thanks for your help in finding
the right person. If interested
please contact: 03 9718 0033
Frankie & Claudia Spranger

Term 1, February 23 2018				
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IMMUNISATION
Class 7 &Class 10

Wednesday, 14 March - 11am
If you are wishing for your son/daughter
to be immunised please complete the registration
forms available at Reception & via Class emails.

PARENT COLLEGE

EARLY MORNING
MATHS TUTORING

Tuesdays, 9:00am - 10:30am
Aftercare/ Cottage - All Welcome

Thursdays 8.00am – 8.45am
Where: Physics Lab (L2)

Next week our theme will be:
‘Why does my child always do that?
A look at the temperaments.’

A reminder to students and caregivers
that extra support and extension for Maths
is provided for Class 6 (and above).
Get inspired or extra help with homework issues,
clarification and all Maths related questions!

Our dear Parent College member and Sophia Mundi
Past Principal Jennifer West will lead us in a discussion
about the temperaments and we’ll explore how we can
better understand and relate to our child and others.

BABYSITTERS
REQUIRED

We are planning some fascinating and stimulating
sessions in the weeks to come. Stay tuned for the
upcoming themes and please feel very welcome to share
a morning, and a cuppa, with your community. We so
look forward to getting to know you better!

Do you have experience or
qualifications in babysitting or childcare?
Are you available for after School pick-up?
If you (or a friend) are interested please email your details and brief resume to
Reception - reception@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au

For more information: contact Anneka
annekafarrington@yahoo.com.au

AFTERSCHOOL CARE

in operation for both casual and permanent
spots. This makes it even more important to
inform the office of any changes or absences
as early as possible. Parents will be charged
if we are not notified by 9am on the day of
the booking. We are also considering adding
Friday afternoons to A ftercare if we can get
the numbers so please let me know or email
aftercare@sophisamundi.
vic.edu.au if you are
interested.

We are off to a great start in Aftercare seed
collecting from the vegetable garden, with
special thanks to Ann Gschwendtner and
Danielle Andreasen-Cocker for their expertise
and loan of equipment. Our tall sunflowers
survived the January heat to produce stunning
blooms thanks to Tom.

Jude Walker Aftercare Coordinator

Aftercare Bookings
Aftercare is licensed for a maximum of 12
children. We are currently full with permanent
bookings on all four days and have a waiting list
Term 1, February 23 2018				
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Dear Steiner School Community,
We are excited to share this event with your
school community. The Moral Technologies
conference is the initiative of mainly young people
(many of whom are Steiner School graduates)
who are concerned about the future relationship
between the human being and technology.

presents

Moral Technologies:

Redirecting the technological stream towards an Ethical Future

We have scholarships available for young people
(38 years and under), or anyone who would
otherwise be unable to attend.

Dr. Gopi
Krishna Vijaya

There is a dedicated youth programme:
(14 – 21 yrs) with FUTURE CRUNCH
9am – 5pm on Sunday 8th April.

Technological progress is not
random: it is absolutely
essential to develop a feeling
for the method behind the
changes that have happened
over time. There are
alternative paths often
completely overlooked,
which have to be
energetically picked up again
in order to have a chance of
bringing morality to technical
development.

https://futurecrun.ch/
Kind regards and gratitude,
Moral Technologies Team

Moral Technologies – being human in the
age of technological development.
moraltechnologies@gmail.com

6th-9th April 2018 • Templestowe, Melbourne.
Information and registration at

SOPHIA
MUNDI

www.moraltechnologies.com.au

moraltechnologies.com.au

Support
Education
Teacher

SOPHIA
MUNDI

Extra Lesson
Teacher
Immediate Start

Commencing Term 2, 2018

Special Education training is essential for
this position.

Sophia Mundi Steiner School
is seeking an Extra Lesson teacher.
This is a part-time position over
2 part-days each week
which would suit trained teachers,
or teacher trainees, who have
undertaken specialist Extra Lesson
training and who would like to
join our learning support team.

Full details are listed on the School’s
website - www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au/
employment/

Full details are listed on the School’s
website - www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au/
employment/

Applications to
principal@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au

Applications to
principal@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au

This position covers Support Education:
Literacy and Numeracy. The part time
allocation will depend on the teaching
methods of the successfulapplicant. Fixed
term position finishing in Dec 2018.

Term 1, February 23 2018				
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Sophia Mundi Steiner School

Term Dates, 2018

Term 1

Wednesday 24 & Thursday, 24 January Staff Curriculum Days
Saturday, 27 January
Working Bee – Whole Community
Monday, 29 January
Curriculum Day / IB Student Orientation Morning
Tuesday, 30 January
First student day, Term 1: Classes 2 – 12
Wednesday, 31 January
First Day, Prep and Class 1 & Welcome Morning Tea
School Photos
Thursday, 8 February
Tuesday, 13 February
Shrove Tuesday
Friday, 16 February
Community Evening (Pizza Evening)
Friday, 23 February
Interim Reports Due: Secondary (Cls 7-12)
Tuesday, 6 March
Interview Evening - Secondary Classes
Labour Day (Public Holiday)
Monday, 12 March
Community Conversation: Communication
Tuesday, 13 March
(Postponed) Grandparents Morning
Thursday, 22 March
Prep Festival and last Prep day of Term 1
Wednesday, 28 March
Last student day of Term 1 and Harvest Festival
Thursday, 29 March

Term 2

Monday, 16 April
Wednesday, 25 April
Tuesday, 1 May
Friday, 4 May
Monday, 21 May
Thursday, 31 May
Monday, 11 June
Wednesday, 20 June
Thursday, 21 June
Friday, 22 June

Term 3

Thursday, 12 & Friday 13 July
Staff Curriculum Days Curriculum Days
Monday, 16 July
First student day, Term 3
TBC 17 August
Victorian Steiner Schools’ PD (Student Holiday P-10)
TBC 20 August
Mid-term break
Tuesday, 18 September
Annual Music Concert
Wednesday, 19 September Prep Festival and last prep day of Term 3
Thursday, 20 September Last student day of Term 3 and Spring Festival
Friday, 21 September
Curriculum Day

First student day, Term 2
ANZAC Day (Public Holiday)
Secondary Information Evening
Lantern Walk (Primary Festival)
Report Writing Day (Student Holiday)
All Reports Due (P-10)
Queen’s Birthday (Public Holiday)
Prep Festival and last Prep day of Term 2
Last student of Term 2 and Winter Spiral
Primary and Secondary Interview Day

Term 4

Monday, 8 October
First student day, Term 4
Thursday, 11 October
Class 8 Project Presentations
Friday, 19 October
Last Day for Class 12
Monday, 5 November
Report Writing Day (Student Holiday)
Tuesday, 6 November
Melbourne Cup Day (Public Holiday)
Saturday, 10 November
Working Bee – Open Day setup
Sunday, 11 November
Open Day & Spring Fair
Monday, 12 November
Fair Recovery Day (Student Holiday)
Friday, 16 November
Class 12 Valedictory Evening
Saturday, 24 November
Prep Orientation
Monday, 26 November
All Reports Due (P-11)
Wednesday, 12 December Prep Summer Festival and last Prep day
Last student day of Term 4 (Cl 1 – 11) and Christmas Performance
Thursday 13 & Friday, 14 December
Staff Curriculum Days
+Staff Documentation Days on Monday – 25 June, 24 September and 17 December.
For up to date details please check the online calendar: www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au/calendar
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