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Dear Parents and Community,

21st Century Education Debate 
The report “Through Growth to Achievement” 
(also known as ‘Gonski 2.0’) recently 
released by David Gonski has ignited 
an Australia-wide educational debate. 
Before reacting to the 158 page 

document, it is important to first read, digest and  
prepare an evidence-based response and commentary.  
I believe that Steiner Education Australia’s (SEA) media 
release on their website - Review to achieve educational excellence 
in Australian schools - provides an excellent resource and 
summary of the report.

 The article highlights student growth over 
time. It reflects the developmental approach which is 
deeply embedded in Steiner pedagogy. I applaud the 
focus on capabilities of critical thinking, creativity and 
collaboration pivotal to our education. I also appreciate 
SEA CEO Virginia Moller’s sensitive comments on the 
concerns raised in Gonski 2.0 and welcome the future 
debate. Please do share your thoughts with me. As Steiner 
educators it is important that our voice is heard not only 
within the School and community but also around the 
halls of government.

 ‘Gonski 2.0’ promoted lively and energising 
discussion at the SEA board meeting on 3rd May, as did 
the SEA National Survey.  The top line responses to the 
survey are very exciting indeed. Thanks to all those who 
participated. We are expecting to receive the APA report 
shortly - the data will inform our marketing strategy, 
School Improvement Plan (SIP) and the work of our 
Teachers.

 With regard to NAPLAN (the other National 
debate), I need to be very clear on communication. 
We as a school do not ‘teach’ to NAPLAN nor do we 
prepare the students for NAPLAN testing. We work 
with the developmental picture - the Australian Steiner 
Curriculum approved by ACARA. Sophia Mundi 
students are supported throughout NAPLAN by Karen 
Pino-Leyton - she managers all the communication and 
oversees the testing.  Parents and carers please speak 
to your Class Teacher or to Karen (karen.pino-leyton@
sophiamundi.vic.edu.au) if you have any concerns. 

 Your child/student’s teacher can also answer any 
questions around the annual bench marking/ screening 
program; Individual Education Plan (IEP) and/or the 

Sophia Mundi Newsletter
Next Newsletter deadline: Tuesday, 15 May.

IMPORTANT DATES: Please see our online website calendar 

UPCOMING DATES: 

07 - 11 May  Class 5 Camp: Kooyoora
Tue 08 May   Secondary Information Evening, 7-8:30pm
14 - 18 May  Class 6 Camp: Anglesea
Wed 16 May Class 4 Excursion: Healesville Sanctuary
15 – 17 May  2018 NAPLAN: Classes 3, 5, 7, 9
Mon 21 May  Report Writing Day (Student Holiday Prep-Cls12)
Tue 22 May   Class 9 Music Concert, 5:30-6:30pm
Sat 26 May School Tours, 10am/ 11am/ 12pm/ 1pm
Tue 29 May   Class 7 Music Concert, 5:30-6:30pm
Tue 29 May   Class 8 Music Concert, 6:30-7:30pm

Our vision is to educate individuals who can meet the 
future out of a sense of inner freedom and purpose.

Join us on Tuesday 8 May for the  
Secondary Information Evening. 

Come and learn more about Sophia Mundi’s 
unique blend of the Steiner Curriculum in Class 

7-10 and the International Baccalaureate (IB)  
Diploma Programme in Class 11-12. 

On the night you 
will also meet 
the Secondary 
and IB faculty, 

hear about 
our exchange 

program, tertiary 
pathways an 

graduate results 
There will 

also be a panel 
discussion/Q&A 
with our Alumni 

students and 
parents.

current formative and summative assessments teachers 
are working with. Remember that Teaching and Learning 
with a focus on capabilities, skill development (along with 
evidence-based standards) is a priority. 

 Secondary Information Evening – Tue 8 May
As a proud parent of two Alumni through the IB Diploma 
programme (IBDP), I admit to being biased. However, I 
will substantiate my enthusiasm at the next Information 
Evening with data we have gathered over the last 5 years. 
I hope to see many parents and carers attend. I believe 
that it is important for Primary carers and parents to 
gain information on Secondary schooling. 
Warmly, Fiona Cock – Principal

http://www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
mailto:karen.pino-leyton@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
mailto:karen.pino-leyton@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
https://www.steinereducation.edu.au/media/review-to-achieve-educational-excellence-in-australian-schools-2/
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Tuesday,22 May Tuesday,05 June

Tuesday,29 May Wednesday,06 June

Class 9 
5:30-6:30pm

Class 7  
5:30-

6:30pm

Class 8  
6:30-

7:30pm

Class 5  
5:30-

6:30pm

Class 6  
6:30-

7:30pm

Class 3  
5:30-

6:30pm

Class 4  
6:30-

7:30pm

Term 2 
2018

Class Music 
Concerts

School Eurythmy Hall
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PARENT COLLEGE
Tuesdays, 9:00am - 10:30am 

Aftercare/ Cottage - All Welcome!

For more information: contact Anneka 
annekafarrington@yahoo.com.au 

MADONNA HOLMES

Sophia Mundi welcomes 
Madonna Holmes as  
Extra Lesson Teacher.
Madonna Holmes joins Sophia 
Mundi this Term, bringing a 
broad history of experience to 
the Extra Lesson role. She has 
worked in both mainstream 
and Steiner schools around 
Melbourne for nearly 20 years, 
in addition to working with 
Extra Lesson in the private sector at a specialist clinic for 
Autistic children

Madonna’s early career began as a professional nanny 
and Mothercraft Nurse, which lead into the role of 
Early Childhood specialist. She has a special interest in 
child development and specifically, understanding the 
developmental needs of the child through Anthroposophy

“This philosophy has been my guiding light after 
discovering it in my mid-twenties,” says Madonna who 
since embarked on further studies including Steiner 
Teacher training, Extra Lesson, Bothmer Gym and 
Biography Counselling.  

She is deeply passionate about education, self-
development, authentic self-expression and powerful 
communication as a means of developing healthy 
relationships – with oneself, with others and one’s 
environment.  

“To become familiar with the way my body interacts with 
the world, the way my heart relates to the world, the way 
my mind perceives and processes information about 
the world; the way all the parts of my being relate to 
the other parts and the world without gives me a useful 
understanding of how I work and how I can succeed in 
the world - whatever that means for me,” she says.

Madonna is very excited to be at Sophia Mundi and we 
are just as excited to have her!

We are starting to plan and coordinate  
this vibrant annual celebration! 

Please email Colleen (Marketing)  
openday@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au  

if you are interested in getting involved.

OPEN DAY
Sunday 11 November  10am - 4pm

Sophia Mundi Steiner School

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS
POLICY UPDATES:

Staff are currently finalising our  
new Enrolment, Occupational Health  

and Safety and Aftercare Policy. Behaviour 
Management, Privacy and Security Policies  

are all under development. 
There are significant changes to our enrolment 

policy, particularly relating to new students 
starting in Terms 1 and 3.

The social fabric of each class and their 
learning remains at the heart of our work.  

We plan to improve our induction process for 
students and parents; as well as our academic 

bench marking for incoming students.  
The ‘testing’ will not prevent an enrolment  
but will provide a foundation and evidence-
based information for our staff to support 

student transitions. 

ENROLMENT INTERVIEWS:
Note that we are currently interviewing for 

2019 Prep and Class 7.

mailto:openday@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
mailto:annekafarrington@yahoo.com.au
http://www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
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AFTERCARE NEWS 
Aftercare now available on Fridays!

STARTING FRIDAY 18 MAY
Due to demand, Management has decided to 
offer Aftercare on Fridays again. Starting in 
two weeks, please book your places via email: 

aftercare@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au  
or speak to Jude. We have also just obtained 

funding for an Aftercare Assistant on all 5 days.

NAPLAN 2019
Classes 3, 5, 7 and 9.

The nationwide 2018 NAPLAN assessments 
for students of Classes 3, 5, 7 and 9 are 

scheduled to take place in Term 2 - Week 5. 

Tue 15th/ Wed 16th/ & Thu 17th of May. 

Students will be tested on: 

• Tue 15 May:  Language Conventions  
Tue 15 May: Writing 

• Wed 16 May:  Reading

• Thu 17: May:  Numeracy  

All class 3, 5, 7 and 9 students are required 
to sit these NAPLAN assessments.  

In consultation with the student’s Class 
Teacher, parents/carers may choose to 
withdraw their child from some or all of these 
assessments. In order to facilitate the process 
of generating each students’ personalised 
withdrawal forms from the NAPLAN website, 
please complete the spreadsheet at Reception.
NAPLAN withdrawal notices are due by 9am 
Monday 7 May (Week 4).

If you do not formally withdraw your child  
by following the process above, your child  
will be required to sit ALL the assessments  
on the days outlined.

If you have any queries regarding NAPLAN, 
please contact your Class Teacher or Karen via 
email: karen.pino-leyton@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au.

For any queries regarding withdrawal forms, 
please see the School Office. 

Karen Pino-Leyton - NAPLAN  Coordinator

INTER-
SCHOOL 

CROSS 
COUNTRY

MOBILE PHONES
Parents and carers - We ask that mobile phones are 
not used while on School premises. If you need to 
answer a call please hold the conversation outside of the 
School grounds.  Please be present and available for the 
children on arrival and at pick up.

SOPHIA
MUNDI

After School Care 
Assistant

Sophia Mundi Steiner School is seeking an After School 
Care Assitant. This is a part-time position over 5 part-
days each week, possibly a job share role.  Cert 3 or 

Diploma of Child Services (or equivalent) and experience 
with additional needs children are required for the role.   

Full details are listed on the School’s website -  
www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au/employment

Immediate Start

mailto:karen.pino-leyton@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
mailto:aftercare@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
http://www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au/employment
http://www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au


Bio-Dynamic  
Astro Calendars for Sale!  

by Brian Keats 

These are very useful both as gardening  
guides and for background information  
to Rudolf Steiner’s amazing biodynamic 

farming practises. 

Selling at cost price $20.
Available from Reception.
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OPEN DAY
Saturday 5th May 

10am to 12pm
Information Talk 10:30am 
Puppet Storytime 11:00am

Our aim is to foster enthusiasm, 
joy and wonder for life in an 

environment of goodness, beauty 
and imagination.

35–37 Abbotsford Street 
Abbotsford VIC 

p: 03 9417 2537 
e: admin@littlesophiakindergarten.org.au 

w: littlesophiakindergarten.org.au

We are a Not-for-Profit and accredited Kindergarten  
offering Family Playgroup and Funded All Day Kindergarten  

with CCB and CCR eligibility.

The workshop combines practice and theory and is 
presented by Peter Kearney, experienced organic and 
biodynamic urban farmer/gardener and workshop 
presenter.  Peter is also and active member of the 
Samford Valley Steiner School in Queensland.

Held at CERES Community Environment Park in 
Brunswick on the 19-20 May, this workshop will provide 
you with the knowledge to enhance your organic food 
growing with biodynamic methods and develop a deeper 
understanding of life in the garden. 

Workshop fee is $250.

More information and registration please contact 
CERES on 03 9389 0100 or online https://ceres.
weteachme.com/classes/1024465

Intro to 
biodynamic  

food growing
2 day workshop 

19-20 May

CERES

https://ceres.weteachme.com/classes/1024465-intro-to-biodynamic-food-growing-methods-2-days
mailto:admin@littlesophiakindergarten.org.au
https://ceres.weteachme.com/classes/1024465
http://www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
www.slowthreads.com.au



