
1Sophia Mundi Steiner School @sophiamundisteinerschool

Term 2 Week 1, 2018

Dear Parents and Community,

The Autumn weather’s typical chilly 
mornings and sunny afternoons 
(sometimes followed by showers 
and hail) brings forth a new 
consciousness. It is also a time for the 
School management team, College of 

Teachers and parents to reflect on the work done so far 
and to prepare for reporting. 

 Last night at the Class Carers meeting we 
discussed the Open Day/Spring fair and looked further 
at teaching, assessment and learning. I also shared the 
School Improvement Plan (SIP) as we discussed the 
building of the Community’s social fabric. (Note: A PDF 
of the SIP is available from the “Strategic Plan and School Improvement 
Plan” section of our website)

 Sophia Mundi’s Class Carers are an asset  
to the School. They are supportive and non-
judgemental. They seek to support their teachers, 
helping to weave the social fabric within the parental 
realm and contribute towards the healthy development 
of all students.

 The unique qualities and social structure 
of each class at Sophia Mundi is expressed through 
teachers, parents and carers. Class activities organised 
range from social dinners, bike riding, family camping 
adventures, trips overseas, movie nights, etc. These 
activities convey how closely the fabric of friendship is 
woven into the class and School Community.

 More ways in which parents and carers are 
encouraged to work within our Community (found on 
page 35 of the SIP) are detailed below:

• Parents and carers work in their classes to support 
the teacher assisting with activities, including Class 
Carer duties, and in the wider school with events and 
community

• Parents and carers support the teaching and learning 
modalities in the home life. (This is particularly 
important when a student reaches Secondary School)

The School’s overarching SIP goals are listed on the 
following page of the Newsletter - please download the 
PDF from our website for specific goal details. 

Sophia Mundi Newsletter
Next Newsletter deadline: Tuesday, 02 May.

IMPORTANT DATES:Please also see our online website calendar 

UPCOMING DATES: 

Wed 25 Apr  ANZAC DAY (Public Holiday)

Thu 26 Apr  Prep Parents Meeting, 7pm

Sat 28 Apr School Tours, 10am/11am/ 12pm/1pm

Tue 01 May School Tours, 10am/11am/ 12pm/1pm

Tue 01 May  Inter-School Cross Country (Cls 6-10) 
11:00am – 4:30pm

Thu 03 May Class 10 Excursion: Parliament House,9-11am

Fri 04 May  Lantern Walk (Cls 1-6), 5:30-7pm

Fri 04 May IB Class Meeting-Cls 11&12 Parents/Guardians, 7pm

Tue 08 May  Secondary Information Evening, 7-8:30pm

 Our School vision is to educate towards 
freedom of the human spirit. Together we are creating 
a place where all members of our community – the 
children, the teachers, the parents and the supporting 
staff – can develop their latent capacities and talents, 
unfolding who they truly are, and take their place in a 
social order ready to choose the path to the future.

 I take this opportunity to extend my thanks to 
all Class Carers for the generosity and good will offered 
to us at Sophia Mundi.

Warmly, Fiona Cock – Principal 

Our vision is to educate individuals who can meet the 
future out of a sense of inner freedom and purpose.

SAFETY WITHIN THE ABBOTSFORD 
CONVENT PRECINCT
Parents, please ensure that your children:
• Do not ride their bikes within the Abbotsford 

Convent precinct. It is a pedestrian only zone so 
please observe this.

• Do not play on or inside the concrete tank just 
outside the School gate - it is out of bounds.

FRIENDLY REMINDERS

SEA NATIONAL SURVEY:  We encourage our wider 
community to share their thoughts and experiences of 
Steiner Education by completing the survey.  Please share 
the link (www.surveymonkey.com/r/QQTV2R9) with 
Steiner colleagues and families.  With 61 years of Steiner 
Education in Australia and 100 years in 2019 we certainly 
have thousands of people to connect with!
 The survey will close on Thursday 26 April.

MOBILE PHONES:  Parents and carers - We ask 
that mobile phones are not used while on School 
premises. If you need to answer a call please hold the 
conversation outside of the School grounds.  Please 
be present and available for the children on arrival 
and at pick up.
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PARENT COLLEGE
Tuesdays, 9:00am - 10:30am 

Aftercare/ Cottage - All Welcome!
For more information: contact Anneka 

annekafarrington@yahoo.com.au 

INTER-SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY
Tuesday, 1st May 11:00am - 4:30pm

Students from Classes 6 – 10 will participate in the Inter-School Cross Country Run. 
Students will travel to the Little Yarra Steiner School (LYSS) by bus and join with LYSS students for the Cross-

Country Run. All students are required to attend the event even if they walk the course.  
It will be a fabulous day for everyone.   Katherine Ellis - PE Coordinator

NAPLAN 2019
Classes 3, 5, 7 and 9.

The nationwide 2018 NAPLAN assessments for 
students of Classes 3, 5, 7 and 9 are scheduled 

to take place in Term 2 - Week 5. 

Tue 15th/ Wed 16th/ & Thu 17th of May. 
Students will be tested on: 

• Tue 15 May:  Language Conventions  
and Writing, 

• Wed 16 May: Reading,
• Thu 17: Numeracy.  

All class 3, 5, 7 and 9 students are required to sit 
these NAPLAN assessments.  

In consultation with the student’s Class Teacher, 
parents/carers may choose to withdraw their child from 
some or all of these assessments. In order to facilitate 
the process of generating the students’ personalised 
withdrawal forms from the NAPLAN website, please 
complete the spreadsheet which will be at Reception 
from 23 April.  NAPLAN withdrawal notices are due  
by 9am Monday 7 May (Week 4).

If you do not formally withdraw your child  
by following the process above, your child  
will be required to sit ALL the assessments  
on the days outlined.

If you have any queries regarding NAPLAN, please 
contact your Class Teacher or Karen via email:  
karen.pino-leyton@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au 

Alternatively, visit the following website for the 
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority: 
www.vcaa.vic.edu

For any queries regarding withdrawal forms, please  
see the School Office. 

Karen Pino-Leyton - NAPLAN  Coordinator

SCHOOL 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

(SIP) GOALS 
The School’s overarching SIP goals are:
1. The School nurtures and educates the whole 

child and, in partnership with teachers and 
parents, forms young adults who can think, 
judge and act freely and responsibly through 
their strength of individuality and intercultural 
understanding.

2. The School is a dynamic and well-run 
institution, with clearly defined structures and 
mechanisms of communication to support 
all the children, teachers, parents/carers and 
administration, enabling them to excel in their 
capacities and to achieve expectations.

3. The School delivers a comprehensive 
Kindergarten to Year 12, offering the unique 
combination of Steiner and International 
Baccalaureate (IB) education supporting both 
tertiary and vocational pathways.

4. The School is an educational leader, nationally 
and internationally.

5. The School successfully promotes its unique 
educational offering to prospective families and 
the wider education community in Australia.

6. The School Community is warm and supportive, 
and fosters a rich social and cultural life, where 
families are regularly encouraged to participate 
in events, festivals, discussions and workshops.

7. The School is a supportive and valued 
member of its local neighbourhood and local 
communities. 

8. The School has a comprehensive and vibrant  
SIP that properly reflects the priorities of its 
Community.

(Note: A PDF of the SIP is available from the “Strategic Plan and 
School Improvement Plan” section of our website)

mailto:karen.pino-leyton@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu/
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Tuesday,22 May Tuesday,05 June

Tuesday,29 May Wednesday,06 June

Class 9 
5:30-6:30pm

Class 7  
5:30-

6:30pm

Class 8  
6:30-

7:30pm

Class 5  
5:30-

6:30pm

Class 6  
6:30-

7:30pm

Class 3  
5:30-

6:30pm

Class 4  
6:30-

7:30pm

Term 2 
2018

Class Music 
Concerts

School Eurythmy Hall

Community Celebration

Friday 4 May
5:30 - 7:00pm

Lantern Walk
Festival

SOPHIA 
MUNDI 

www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au | 03 9419 9229

Steiner Education  
& IB World School

SECONDARY 
Information Evening

8 May
7pm

Music Corner
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LANTERN WALK FESTIVAL
At 5:30pm on the evening of Friday 4 May, 
the children and parents of the Primary School 
will gather with their teachers to celebrate the 
Lantern Festival.  Class Carers are organizing 
soup and bread to be shared (BYO mugs and 
spoons). After the meal we will gather around 
the fire to sing our lantern songs and then 
class 1 and 5 will leave together with parents, 
followed by classes 2, 3, 4 and then class 6.
The lanterns will be lit at the school gate as we 
go towards the bike path. Please ensure that 
your child stays with their class and encourage 
and join them with their singing. We will 
finish at the car park to go home.

Singing rehearsals for parents and carers 
will begin next Monday 23 April, in the 
courtyard from 8:30-8:45am.  
Please come and join us!



Bio-Dynamic  
Astro Calendars for Sale!  

by Brian Keats 

These are very 
useful both as 

gardening guides 
and for background 

information to 
Rudolf Steiner’s 

amazing biodynamic 
farming practises. 

Selling at cost price 

$20.
Available from Reception.
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NATURE PLAYGROUP 
NEWS

Our Nature Playgroup (all outdoors) runs every Friday 
morning and is for for 3 to 5 year olds.  Please contact 
playgroup@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au if you would like 
further information. 

In February we picked bunches of lemon verbena, 
rosemary, lavendar and mint and dried them out in the 
Cottage. A week later the children put scrunched handfuls 
of herbs on calico squares to make into pot pourri bags. 
They were taken home and put into pillows for sweet 
dreams! 

We had a beautiful 
sunny morning to end 
the term. The children 
had an Easter egg hunt 
in the Veggie garden 
(with felted eggs) and 
then the adults helped 
them to make some to 
take home. 

Vicky Stock -  
Playgroup Teacher

OPEN DAY
Saturday 5th May 

10am to 12pm
Information Talk 10:30am 
Puppet Storytime 11:00am

Our aim is to foster enthusiasm, 
joy and wonder for life in an 

environment of goodness, beauty 
and imagination.

35–37 Abbotsford Street 
Abbotsford VIC 

p: 03 9417 2537 
e: admin@littlesophiakindergarten.org.au 

w: littlesophiakindergarten.org.au

We are a Not-for-Profit and accredited Kindergarten  
offering Family Playgroup and Funded All Day Kindergarten  

with CCB and CCR eligibility.

The workshop combines practice and theory and is 
presented by Peter Kearney, experienced organic and 
biodynamic urban farmer/gardener and workshop 
presenter.  Peter is also and active member of the 
Samford Valley Steiner School in Queensland.

Held at CERES Community Environment Park in 
Brunswick on the 19-20 May, this workshop will provide 
you with the knowledge to enhance your organic food 
growing with biodynamic methods and develop a deeper 
understanding of life in the garden. 

Workshop fee is $250.

More information and registration please contact 
CERES on 03 9389 0100 or online https://ceres.
weteachme.com/classes/1024465

Intro to 
biodynamic  

food growing
2 day workshop 

19-20 May

CERES

mailto:playgroup@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
https://ceres.weteachme.com/classes/1024465-intro-to-biodynamic-food-growing-methods-2-days

