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Preparation for 2018 including new staff 
appointments are almost finalised. In the next 
Newsletter we will share the full picture however, today 
I’d like to share that the IB Coordinator will be in the 
safe hands of Raquel McConnell during Ashley Dufty’s 
period of Parental Leave. Raquel is experienced in IB 
pedagogy, standards and practices.  I congratulate her 
on this appointment.

Warm regards, 
Fiona Cock – Principal 

Greetings Parents and Community,

Congratulations for an inspiring 
community celebration on the 12 
November!  Our Open Day/Spring 
Fair was a collaborative, creative 
effort.  These qualities are at the heart 
of our community. Special thanks to 

our coordinators Jane Davis and Megan Milligan and 
I would also like to thank the hard-working and very 
talented teachers, support staff, students and parents 
that brought our community together. Your generosity 
was inspiring, and the class presentations were 
absolutely beautiful. 

Last week has we had a visit from the Australian 
Independent Schools’ Conference Delegates. This 
visit was an opportunity to share the history of Sophia 
Mundi, our achievements and unique aspects of our 
situation e.g. working within the requirements of 
Heritage Victoria and the Abbotsford Convent. Our 
cocreators at the Convent and Collingwood Children’s 
Farm are so supportive of our work experience students 
and I thank them for their ongoing generosity.  We also 
spoke about working with our unique combination 
of the Steiner curriculum and the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. 

On Friday, at the Class 12 Valedictory Dinner, I 
shared a few stories – from the invention of the iconic 
Hills Hoist to the history of the Abbotsford Convent.  
Innovation, creative ideas and thoughts, when put into 
practice are much more than just ideas – they can have a 
huge flow on effect not just for the creator but also for 
whole communities.  Such ideas will play a huge part in 
our students’ and on a larger scale Australia’s future. 

What will sustain our economy in the future?  
Creative ideas, imagination and finding new ways to 
work collaboratively!  The Abbotsford Convent is its 
self an example of a new way of achieving a mutual goal, 
where different streams and initiatives are brought 
together in harmony.  Developing creativity and 
building a sense of self is what we as Steiner educators 
are committed to for our students.  It is with a vivid 
imagination and passion for life that we farewell our 
Class of 2017.

School Newsletter
From Calendar of the Soul     by Rudolf Steiner

My Self is transformed from its subjectivity,
and discovers itself as a cosmic revelation 

within the forces of Space and Time.
Everywhere the world shows me 

the truth of my own image, as the image of the Devine.

Next Newsletter deadline: Wednesday, 29 November.
IMPORTANT DATES:Please also see our online website calendar 

UPCOMING DATES:

Fri 17 Nov Cls 12 Valedictory Evening, from 6pm

20-25 Nov  Cls 9 Outdoor Education Hike

Tue 21 Nov  Cls 3 - Class Music Concert, 5:30-6:30pm  
Cls 4 - Class Music Concert, 6:30-7:30pm

Wed 22 Nov  Cls 5 - Class Music Concert, 5:30-6:30pm  
Cls 6 - Class Music Concert, 6:30-7:30pm

23 - 24 Nov Cls 5 - Greek Olympics: Mansfield Steiner School

Sat 25 Nov  2018 Prep Orientation 

Tue 28 Nov  Cls 7&8 - Combined Music Concert, 6-7:30pm

Wed 29 Nov  Cls 9&10 - Combined Music Concert, 6-7:30pm

29Nov-01 Dec Cls 3 Camp: Balnarring

Thu 30 Nov Cls 6: End of Year Dinner (TBC)

Sat 02 Dec 2018 Class 1 Picnic

Wed 13 Dec  Prep: Last Day Term 4 & Festival

Thu 14 Dec  TERM 4 LAST DAY: Cls 1-11  
Children market, 3:15pm 
Christmas performance: Shepherds’ Play, 5pm

Sun 17 Dec 2018 Class 4 Picnic
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Sophia Mundi
2017 OPEN DAY/ 
SPRING FAIR

Thank-you 
everyone!

A NOTE OF 
APPRECIATION TO 
OUR COMMUNITY

It was so good to see the School and 
surrounding grounds buzzing with activity 
during the Open Day/ Spring  
Fair this year. 

As we all know, these events don’t just happen so I would like to 
particularly thank Jane Davis for pulling together a very successful 
day. It’s a huge undertaking, whether it be making ones classroom 
shine with students work and teachers energy, nurturing another 
pizza from the hot oven, crushing a lemon to make thirst quenching 
fresh lemonade or taking down the last marquee at close to 6pm. 
It’s also an opportunity to enjoy our children’s endeavours; whether 
that be a particularly piece of work they would like you to see in 
their classroom, a musical performance or watching them guide 
others with their love of a craft they have learned, it’s all part of the 
rich tapestry that makes Sophia Mundi what is it. Thank you to all 
the students, parents, staff and helpers who made the day, special, 
memorable and a wonderful showcase to prospective families. 

Robin Power, Director, Chair of Board - Sophia Mundi Limited 
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NOTES ON INCLUSION
As your Student Counsellor,  
working within a dynamic, vibrant and diverse community I am challenged to reflect how community embrace 
difference in need and the full spectrum of ability. 

If we are to be truly inclusive as a community, it is important to be mindful of all that we may struggle to 
understand of difference.  Take the time to encounter that which may threaten; ask questions, approach one 
another, be curious, build connection.  Have patience with concerns that challenge, or may simply appear as an 
inconvenience; precisely at that point at which we might otherwise choose to step back or look away. 

We may never know the true struggle of a child with special needs, or a family battling each day with life 
threatening allergies.  Behavioural concerns, addiction, social, emotional or economic fragility, sexual 
orientation, grief, loss - even achievement, can create division. Our community is rich with this diversity, and 
we all work with these lessons every day.  We are an inclusive community, and we strive to bring this knowledge 
through every layer of our education, in the school yard, and beyond through Restorative Practice and in 
Respectful Relationships, we form human relationships. 

A healthy social life is found, when in the mirror of each 
human soul, the whole community finds its reflection,  

and when, in the community, the virtue of each one is living. 

Rudolf Steiner

Simple encounters in greeting each other; warmth; a hello 
across the yard - can be all the difference a child needs to feel 
noticed and worthy. It is easy to forget these things with the 
business of all that is held within a School day, but for some 
it could be the very thing that keeps them going. Sometimes 
this takes work, sometimes it requires a pause; or feels like 
an interruption, even an annoyance. The reward is greater 
understanding and the gift of community, which enriches all.

Raquel McConnell,  
Student Counsellor & Support Education

Please send us your top 5 photos 
from the day! springfair@
sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
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FRED HOLLOWS HUMANITY AWARD

P.E. AT SOPHIA 
MUNDI 

This is a snapshot of some of the 
activities involved in PE and Circus 
classes over the past Semester. They 
include, a soccer workshop, bike 
education, circus training and some 
balancing workshops in Class 6.

Katherine Ellis, PE Coordinator

Three students from Sophia Mundi were nominated 
for the Fred Hollows Humanity Award: Ted 
Hargreaves, Oscar Lyons and Amelia Kokkinos.

The award is given to Class 6 children from any 
school in Australia who show compassion, integrity 
and kindness in their everyday lives. It encourages 
students to make a positive difference in their school 
and community. Eighty children across Victoria 
received the award this year. 

One of the recipients, Amelia from Class 6, shared 
her thoughts with us below:

“Fred Hollows was an eye surgeon with an 
extraordinary ability to care for the well-being of 
others. He believed that every person should have the 
right to affordable high-quality eye care. He restored 
sight to thousands of people in the world who had 
avoidable blindness. He also worked hard to improve 
the health of Indigenous Australians.

He was born in 1929 and died in 1993. The Fred 
Hollows Foundation was established to continue his 
good work. 

I felt honoured to receive this award and hope that I 
can make a positive difference in the world, just like 
Fred.” Amelia Kokkinos, Class 6
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Tuesday,21 November Tuesday,28 November

Wednesday,22 November Wednesday,29 November

Class 3  
5:30-

6:30pm

Class 4  
6:30-

7:30pm

Class 7&8 
(combined concert) 

6:00-7:30pm

Class 5  
5:30-

6:30pm

Class 6  
6:30-

7:30pm

Class 9&10 
(combined concert) 

6:00-7:30pm

Term 4 
2017

Class Music 
Concerts

School Eurythmy Hall

Melbourne Rudolf Steiner Seminar 

‘Caring for the Adolescent- Together’

An Intensive Course for High School 
Steiner Teachers: Years 7 to 12

Monday 15-Friday 19 January 2018 
More information can be found via the link below: 
http://steinerseminar.net.au/high-school-intensive-course-for-

steiner-teachers-january-2018/

Craft Curriculum Course  
for Adults

In this course, we make many of the articles 
that the students make during craft lessons in 
a Steiner primary School. We will explore the 

links between the handwork, stages in  
the child’s development and other  

curriculum areas.          

Taken for a full year, this course is a 
comprehensive training for those wishing to 

teach handwork in a Steiner school, although 
it is not officially accredited. A certificate of 
completion is issued. No previous teaching 
or craft experience is necessary, nor is the 

intention to teach.

Commences: Tuesday, 20 February 2018

Time: Weekly 7 to 8.30pm

Location: Sophia Mundi Steiner School

Cost: $30.00 per week (materials included)

Enquiries: marg.skerry@gmail.com

Bookings essential

EARLY MORNING  
MATHS TUTORING

Wednesday 8.15am – 8.45am
Where: Physics Lab (Lab2)

A reminder to students and caregivers that extra 
support for Maths is provided for Class 6 (and 

above). Get extra help with clarification, 
homework issues and all Maths related questions! 

SWIMMING LESSONS  
with JAN GRUTZNER 

If you are interested in swimming lessons for your 
primary school aged child at the Jan Grutzner 
swim school in Richmond there are currently two 
vacancies available;  
- Wednesday @ 3:45pm-4:15pm  
- Thursday @ 3:45pm-4:15pm

Please contact Jan by phone on 9428 3620  
(and mention that you are from Sophia Mundi 
Steiner School).

With only 4 weeks left this term it could be a 
gentle introduction or a greater refresher before 
Summer starts.


