School Newsletter

From Calendar of the Soul
by Rudolf Steiner

Next Newsletter deadline: Term 3 Wednesday, 19 July.

Can I know life’s reality
So that it’s found again
Within my soul’s creative urge?
I feel that I am granted power
To make my self, as humble part,
At home within the cosmic self.

IMPORTANT DATES
Please also see our online website calendar
Wed 21 June Prep Winter Festival &Last day, Term 2
Wed 21 June Class 1-12 Winter Spiral Festival
Wed 21 June Evening Talks Series: Lakshmi Prasanna,
Forming School Communities in which all
Children Thrive. 7-8:30pm

Dear Parents and Guardians,
The calendar of the School year
is underpinned by a spiritual
orientation which is at the core of the
Steiner Education curriculum. One
way of celebrating this is through our
school festivals. These festivals aim to
awaken the student’s natural reverence
for the wonder and beauty of life. We will soon
celebrate our Winter festival, which is held around
the shortest day of the year, approaching the Winter
Solstice. The Winter festival marks that very special
time: the darkening days halt and though the days
will continue to be crispy cold and wet, the crystalline
quality of the Sun’s radiant light will begin to again
expand as our daylight increases in duration and our
nights renew their shortening.

Thu 22 June Last student day Class 1-12, Term 2
NO CANTEEN
Debating: Round 4, 8:00-9:30pm
Fri 23 June Primary and Secondary Interview Day
Mon 26 June Staff Professional Development Day

Tue 27 June Staff Professional Development Day
Sat 15 July School Working Bee, 7:30am-4pm
Sun 16 July School Working Bee, 7:30am-4pm
Mon 17 July First student day Prep - Cls 12, Term 3
Sat 22 July Saturday School Tours, from 10:00am
• Employment opportunities at Sophia Mundi.
We are currently seeking the following:
- French teacher (www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au/
employment/)
- Additional Piano and Cello teachers, due to the
increase in middle school enrolments.

This year’s Winter festival will be on Wednesday 21
June, from 9am in the Courtyard. Please see your
Class Teacher for more information. All parents and
guardians are welcome to come and sing with us!
A few topics to share;

Finally, thank you to all that completed the School
Satisfaction Survey irrespective of your response.
I appreciate your honest feedback and will begin to
address the constructive comments. The Board and I
started this reflective work this week.

• Evening Talk with Dr Lakshmi is on next
Wednesday evening, 22 June at 7:00pm – please
do make the effort and come.
• Parent Teacher Interviews-Friday 23 June,
from 8:30am.

Best Wishes, Fiona Cock – Principal

• Staff Professional Development days on 26 & 27
June are centred around resilience, responsibility
and respect through restorative conversations.
• School Working Bee! The weekend before school
goes back for Term 3. Saturday and Sunday (15 &
16 July) 7.30am – 4pm. Rope style ‘Monkey bars’
are on the way! Please come along and help
• Staff announcements: Severine Ball has resigned
suddenly - we thank her for her rich cultural
offerings and wish her all the best on the next
part of her journey.

Sophia Mundi Steiner School

WINTER SPIRAL PREPARATION: Come and
practice the Winter Spiral songs together! In the
Courtyard: 8.30-8.40am - Monday, 20 June and
Tuesday, 21 June.
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A MESSAGE FROM
THE SOPHIA MUNDI BOARD

FRIENDLY REMINDERS
BIKES: The Abottsford Convent precinct is a pedestrian
only zone. We have many young children walking into
School and bikes are not be ridden until reaching St Heliers
Street. Please respect and observe this request.

The Sophia Mundi Board would like to thank
the school community for the great response
to the recent Parent Satisfaction Survey. We
began the process of reviewing the feedback
at the 14 June Board meeting and are looking
forward to reporting the outcomes to parents
and the broader community in the next
couple of months. In the meantime let us
know if you have any questions via email:
board@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au

MOBILE PHONES: Last year’s Community Conversation
around mobile phone usage has changed the School’s digital
device culture. There are sign signs around the School to
remind us that we are in a mobile free zone. We kindly
ask that parents refrain from talking on phones within the
School grounds. Please be aware that students are not to
use mobile phones during school hours. They must be
handed to the Office at the beginning of the day.
If your child is unwell, the correct procedure is that the
student informs their Teacher that they are unwell; the
teacher will then assist them and send them to the Office.
The First Aid officer will then assess and contact a parent/
caregiver if required. It is critical in the case of an
emergency that all students are accounted for and that the
correct procedure is followed. Thank you for assisting us
in our safety procedures.

The Sophia Mundi Board
Robin Power, Eleni Kondos, Darren Scotti,
Emrys Nekvapil, and Nicholas Conigrave.

We will provide updates in our future newsletters.
More information can be found on the Abbotsford
Convent’s website.
You are also encouraged to sign up to the monthly
Humbug e-news (abbotsfordconvent.com.au/contact),
for project updates.

Abottsford Convent: Sacred Heart
Restoration – Term 3: Access to
the Sophia Mundi via Gate 2.

Any families with questions or concerns are
encouraged to contact the School Reception or the
Abbotsford Convent Office on 03 9415 3600 or via
email: info@abbotsfordconvent.com.au.

Further to our last Newsletter, we have an important
update regarding access to the School during the
restoration of the Convent’s Sacred Heart building.

Abottsford Convent: Restore the
Rotunda fund raising.

The Abbotsford Convent Foundation (ACF) has
informed Sophia Mundi Steiner School that the
restoration of the Convent’s Sacred Heart building, is
expected to commence in the first week of July 2017
with hoarding expected to be erected in late June.

The countdown is on… The Convent has just weeks
left to reach our target to restore the heritage-listed
Rotunda. With your support, an important piece of
cultural heritage will be protected, and the Rotunda
will once again become a space for the entire
community to enjoy.

Following safety advice from the project’s builders,
we wish to advise that as of Term 3, students and
families will no longer be able to access the School
via Gate 2. A reminder that access to the Sacred Heart
courtyard and walkways will also be closed throughout
the restoration, which will continue into early 2018.

Make a tax-deductible donation before June 30, and
the funding partner The Copland Foundation will
match every dollar up to $50,000 – immediately
doubling the impact of your gift, and helping the
Convent reach their target by the EOFY deadline!

Therefore, for safety reasons, all students entering
via St Heliers Street must access the School via
Gate 1, then follow the path past the Heritage
Gardens, behind the Rosina building, curving
around to Sophia Mundi.

Term 2, June 16 2017				

Donate online or call Alexandra Murphy, Head of
Development, on 03 9415 3607.
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WINTER SPIRAL 2017
Wednesday 21 June, from 9:00am
“When days are dark
The earth enshrines
The seeds of summer’s birth.
As the sun reaches its lowest zenith, the light and
warmth of the earth are dwindling. The inward
turning season of Winter brings an awakening of
the creativity, the soul of the Human Being. So the
Winter Spiral is a quiet and reverent recognition
of the inner light that we carry, when nature all
around us is falling away.

Here is the timetable for The Winter Spiral:
9:00 – 9:30am:

Class 1

9:30 – 10:00am: Class 2
10:00 – 10:30am: Class 3
10:30 – 11:00am: Class 4

A spiral made of branches and foliage will be
arranged in a darkened room. Class by class, one
by one, the children will walk into the Spiral, light
their candles from the central flame and arrange
them on the Spiral. Eventually the entire school
will have added their light. Parents are invited to
see their class carry out this beautiful ritual.

11:00 – 11:30am: Class 5
11:30 – 12:00pm: Class 6
12:00 – 12:30pm: Class 7

Available parents in the Primary School are asked
to sing as their children enter the Spiral. To
support parents in learning the winter songs, we
are having a morning sing along on Monday and
Tuesday in the Courtyard from 8.30-8.40am.
It would be wonderful if you could join us in the
build up to the day.

12:30 – 1:00pm:

Class 8

1:00 - 1.30pm:

Class 9

1:30 – 2:00pm:

Classes 11 & 12

“In darkest night
The earth shall be light
And gleam as a star

I and you, you and I
We shall give our light too.”

CLASS 1 -12 PARENT/ TEACHER
INTERVIEW DAY - FRIDAY 23 JUNE.

EVENING TALK SERIES

The Class 1-12 Parent/ Teacher interview day is next
Friday 23 June, 8:30am - 4:00pm.

7.00pm to 8.30pm
Sophia Mundi Hall. Cost: $15 cash

Primary School parents & guardians, please make sure
you have made a time to meet with your Class Teacher.

Wednesday, 21 June:
Dr Lakshmi Prasanna

Secondary School parents & guardians, please email
admin@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au with your child’s full
name and class in the subject line. In the body of the
email please include:

Forming School Communities in
which all children thrive.

• your preferred interview time/s,
• the name of each Teacher you wish to meet, and
• the subject that they teach.

Enquiries – Sophia Mundi Office 9419 9229

Term 2, June 16 2017				

The spirit of love
Is a light that shines
Deep in the darkness of earth.”
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AFTERSCHOOL CARE
This term we have had a focus on playful science
exploration as well as the usual cooking, arts, reading,
board games and outside play activities. We have
explored reactions with our erupting clay volcanos
and coloured flowers to show how water moves up
through the stems and created recycled vehicles that are
propelled by air pressure escaping a balloon.
Aftercare is licensed for up to 12 children. We are
currently filling all our places on some days and
now have a waiting list in operation. Parents with a
permanent booking need to let the School Office
know of absences no later than 9am on the relevant
day to enable their place to be filled and to avoid
being charged for the session.
I am also collecting for a dress ups basket so any
contributions would be most welcome.
Jude Walker - Aftercare Coordinator

END OF TERM 3: LOST AND
UNCLAIMED PROPERTY.

CLASS 9 “MACHINES”

There are numerous unclaimed items in
“Lost Property”. A number of discarded
plastic lunch boxes, drink bottles, name brand
hoodies and jumpers are currently in the Lost
Property pile.

The Tuesday afternoon lesson on “Machines” is a
Science/ Technology subject that has been running
since the beginning of the year. In Term One, we
looked at the components and function of engines
theoretically. In Term Two we are now looking
at the engine in a practical sense. The subject
compliments and builds upon a previous Class 9
“Transport and Communication” Main Lesson in
Term One.

Any lost property items will be displayed next
week on the table outside the Canteen. If
items are not collected by the end of Term,
they will take washed and then donated to a
local charity shop.

John Rauris - Secondary Teacher: Maths and Science

PLEASE ensure that your son/ daughter’s
personal belongings (clothes, bags, plastic
lunch boxes, drink bottles) are named!
Named items will be returned to their owner.

NO CANTEEN
next week!
If you are interested in
volunteering in Term 3
please contact Bette:
canteen@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au

Term 2, June 16 2017				
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SCOUTING
ACHIEVEMENTS
Two girls in Class 5 have achieved
their Scouting “Grey Wolf” Award
this year. This is the highest
award a Cub can achieve in Scouts
Australia. The “Grey Wolf” Award
is a programme that builds skills in
leadership, navigation, presentation,
in both team and individual pursuits.
Congratulations to Ella Nekvapil and
Andrea Berge. Well done!

WORLD OF VAN GOGH
EXCURSION

Music Corner

On Friday the 2nd June classes 8 - 12 went to the
National Gallery of Victoria to attend a lecture on
the World of Van Gogh followed by a viewing of the
Exhibition of his Works currently showing there. The
lecture detailed Van Gogh’s life journey and of the Art
World on his work.

CONGRATULATIONS to all the students that
performed in the concerts this Term. While I set
the bar high for each student I was pleased to hear
and see a significant improvement in the individual
and group performances. Try to keep the practise
going during the Term break. Well done!
Fiona Cock, Principal

Viewing the exhibition after the talk gave the students
a window into it, helping them to connect to drawings
and paintings which showed his remarkable use of
line and colour. Van Gogh’s work spans Realism and
Impressionism, leading to a very individual expression
of his personal experience.

INSTRUMENT SELECTION FOR TERM 3
In preparation for Term 3, notification of change
of instrument/s must be given in writing by email to
Instrumental Music Coordinator Myfanwy Hunter
by Wednesday 21st June. Any changes of instrument
made after this date will be forwarded to Term 4
adjustments.

The students enjoyed the talk and different aspects of
the exhibition. The IB students completed analysis
work on a piece in the exhibition, whilst the middle
school students observed the artworks freely.
Teresa Martin, Arts Coordinator

AUSTRALIAN GIRLS CHOIR –
OPEN CLASSES IN JUNE
The Australian Girls Choir (AGC) encourages,
challenges and inspires girls as they learn to sing,
dance and perform. School aged girls are invited
to try our fun and inclusive classes and learn more
about being part of the AGC! Contact the AGC if
you would like to attend a free trial class in June.
Email melbourne@aspagroup.com.au or call the
AGC on 03 9859 6499

Term 2, June 16 2017				
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Vincent Van Gogh Tree trunks in the grass (detail), April 1890
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musictheatrebootcamp.com.au

Music Theatre
Boot Camp
Theatre workshops
for kids aged 6 to 13
Winter programs
3 to 7 July, 10 to 14 July
Fun, inclusive 5 day workshops introducing kids to the
skills of music theatre. Run by industry professionals, the
program builds confidence and teamworking ability
through games and performance challenges.
"I was privileged to glimpse the possibility of what
can be achieved by a boy surrounded by your talent,
encouragement and positivity." - Maria

musictheatrebootcamp.com.au

REQUEST FOR A HOST FAMILY
SOPHIA MUNDI’S NEXT VOLUNTEER
from Monday 31 July
Tom Eltgen is Sophia Mundi’s next German
Volunteer who arrives in late July. We are
currently seeking a host family for Tom
for Term 3 or Term 4 (or both!)

For more information please contact
Brendan Martin brendan.martin@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
or John Bradshaw john.bradshaw@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au
Term 2, June 16 2017				
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