School Newsletter

From Calendar of the Soul
by Rudolf Steiner

Next Newsletter deadline: Wednesday, 14 June.
IMPORTANT DATES
Please also see our online website calendar

Thus first I feel the World
Which, did my Soul not share in its existence
Would find its life but void and frozen,
And powerlessly itself revealing,
In souls itself anew creating,
In self, could naught but death discover.

Tue 6 June School Tour, from 9:30am
Music Concert - Class 3, 4-5pm
Music Concert - Class 4, 5-6pm
Music Concert - Class 5, 6-7pm

Dear Parents and Guardians,
The last fortnight has been rich in opportunities for Sophia
Mundi students, parents, teachers and the wider community.
These have included; the Primary Lantern Festival, the Class
7 Play, Camps, Music Concerts, Parent College and the recent
evening talk by Dr Rob Gordon. If you would like to be
involved more in the School’s cultural life (eg music ensembles,
Parent College or creating a new initiative) please ask your
Class Teacher or Guardian. I encourage all parents to attend
other class events and support our students across the School in
their endeavours.

Wed 7 June Music Concert Class - 6, 5:30-6:00pm
Music Concert Class - 8&9, 6:30-7:30pm
Wed 21 June Prep Winter Festival & Last day, Term 2
Wed 21 June Class 1-12 Winter Spiral Festival
Wed 21 June Evening Talks Series: Lakshmi Prasanna,
Forming School Communities in which all
Children Thrive. 7-8:30pm
Thu 22 June Last student day Class 1-12, Term 2
Debating: Round 4, 8:00-9:30pm

Music is an integral element of the curriculum and cultural
life at Sophia Mundi. According to Rudolf Steiner, the human
being is a musical being and the making of music is essential
in experiencing what it is to be fully human. Music in the
Steiner Curriculum awakens and nurtures the deep inner
life of the child or student. The Music Curriculum, like the
Main Lesson curriculum, follows the very specific stages of
child development. Music imbues and cultivates the qualities
necessary (thinking, feeling, and willing) to enthusiastically and
confidently meet the challenges of the world. Regular practice
(a will activity) is critical for our students. Whether the practice
is music or sport, individual or group based, engagement and
participation builds resilience and skill development.

Fri 23 June Primary and Secondary Interview Day
Mon 17 July First student day, Term 3

Regular music practice and music tuition (including during
the term breaks if possible), can also support the linguistic and
mathematical development of children. If music practice is a
challenge in your home please check with your Music Tutor, the
Music Coordinator Myfanwy Hunter or myself. We don’t have
all the answers but together we can look at possible solutions. I
look forward to seeing and hearing the students’ development
in the coming performances.

Scenes from the
Class 7 Play A Star in the Dark;
A Medieval Legend

As we near the Solstice point the year, the length of the day
appears to stand still from one day to the next, daylight
remains short and nights long. Within three weeks we will have
passed the shortest day on 21 June. After this, we will slowly
begin to feel the lengthening of daylight, whilst continuing to
contract into the depths of the Winter cold. Sophia Mundi’s
Mid Winter Spiral preparations have been hindered this year
due to logistics. Further information will be shared as soon as
possible.

Reports, while a government requirement, do provide a rich
source of information for us to reflect upon where students
have come from, with respect to their achievements and where
we as parents and educators are moving towards. Reports
provide us all with a platform from where we can begin
or continue a dialogue. Friday 23 June is the Primary and
Secondary Interview Pay - please make a time with your child’s
Teachers: specialists, class/guardian. Instrumental Music
Tutors will be available for meetings.

Staff across the School have been busy with Semester One
report writing. While we work towards continuous feedback to
parents and students, the mid-June reports use the criteria and
indicators of the Australian Steiner Curriculum Framework
(ASCF), Australian National Curriculum framework and the
International Baccalaureate Diploma (IB DP). To report on
three National curriculum standards is quite a feat!

Sophia Mundi Steiner School

We really do have a wonderful community with such rich and
vibrant options in which to partake. I rejoice in being able to
participate in some of these activities and opportunities!
Best Wishes, Fiona Cock – Principal
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Class 8 Renaissance Main Lesson: Blackboard
Illustrations and student Main Lesson work.
In the last four weeks class 8 studied the Renaissance. This included Renaissance
dance, architecture, perspective drawing/painting, influential thinkers and great
of the time and the world of commerce and double-entry bookkeeping!

Youth Handball Training
Are you aged 14-18 and interested
in casual Handball games?

INTER SCHOOL DEBATING NEWS

There are now casual (short) training sessions and
a games available for just $5 per player! Melbourne
High school in South Yarra is a host for the Junior
Development sessions on the following dates:
10:00 to 11.30am
4 June/ 18 June/ 23 July, 6 August/ 13 August

The topic, “That the Antarctica should be developed”, was
challenging. Tara-Rose Kirkpatrick, Max Parrit and
Yani Joannidis each spoke with poise and assurance.
They captured our attention with beautiful, well-paced
expression. Yani won equal best speaker with the
opposition’s third speaker. Yani spoke with his usual aplomb
as he pointed out the flaws in the opposition’s arguments.

For further information or registration: RSVP to
handballvictoria@hotmail.com | handballvic.org.au/

Tara’s speech was well organised, perfectly timed and
delivered with a lovely expression and pace. Max’s sartorial
and theatrical talent had us all engaged.

Junior Development information is also on facebook:
www.facebook.com/pg/handballvic/events/

Our team scored higher in the area of expression but
overall the opposition won due to having more supporting
evidence. Tara and Max prepared for their first inter-school
competition during a demanding term. It was a difficult
undertaking and they should be proud.

Congratulations to the Class 7 students who
represented Sophia Mundi on Thursday 25 May.

EVENING TALK SERIES

Speakers are given scores in three sections: ‘matter’- the
content of their arguments, ‘method’ -their organisation,
structure and team work, and their ‘manner’- how they
deliver their speech.

7.00pm to 8.30pm
Sophia Mundi Hall. Cost: $15 cash

On Thursday 25/5, the scores were:

Wednesday, 21 June:
Dr Lakshmi Prasanna

Matter: 89 Sophia Mundi | 91 Alphington Grammar
Manner: 90 Sophia Mundi | 89 Alphington
Method: 45 both teams

Forming School Communities in
which all children thrive

If you would like to contribute to discussions on the next
Inter School Debating topics please email me at:
fiona.couttie@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au

Enquiries – Sophia Mundi Office 9419 9229

Term 2, June 2 2017				

Fiona Couttie - Debating Teacher
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There will be provision for a small number of
construction vehicles to park next to the Sacred Heart
building. There will also be some, though minimal,
construction vehicle access to Sacred Heart via the Gate
2 entrance. This means that extra care will need to be
taken by our students and families when entering and
exiting the School.

Abottsford Convent: Sacred Heart
Restoration – Access to the School

The safety of our students and families is paramount,
and we are currently working with the ACF on
devising the best path for accessing the school, given
the impending closure of the Sacred Heart courtyard
access. Access will still be available via Gate 1 and by
following the path past the heritage gardens and the
back of the Rosina building to Sophia Mundi. Access
via Gate 2 is expected to remain, though given that
construction vehicles may pass through this gate,
students and their families must take extra care if using
this entry.

The Abbotsford Convent Foundation (ACF) has
informed Sophia Mundi Steiner School that the
restoration of the Convent’s Sacred Heart building,
which sits adjacent to our school, is expected to
commence in the first week of July 2017.
At this stage, it is also expected that some preliminary
preparation and safety works, including installing
hoardings around the Sacred Heart building and
closing access to the Sacred Heart courtyard, will
commence in mid-late June.

The ACF will provide an update for our community in
their next e-news (The Humbug).

Although access to the Sacred Heart building and
courtyard will be restricted during the restoration,
access to the rest of the site, including the car park,
will remain as usual. The ACF expects that it will be
‘business as usual’ for most of the site throughout
this project.

You are also encouraged to sign up to the monthly
Humbug e-news (abbotsfordconvent.com.au/contact),
for project updates. More information will also be on
the Convent’s website next week.

As a pedestrianised site, and with safety at the forefront
of the ACF’s plans, the majority of construction vehicle
access to the Sacred Heart building will be restricted to
between 7.00 – 8.00am.

Any families with questions or concerns are encouraged
to contact the School Reception or the Abbotsford
Convent Office on 03 9415 3600 or via email:
info@abbotsfordconvent.com.au.

FRIENDLY REMINDERS

Music Corner

BIKES: The Abottsford Convent precinct is a pedestrian
only zone. We have many young children walking into
School and bikes are not be ridden until reaching St Heliers
Street. Please respect and observe this request.
MOBILE PHONES: Last year’s Community Conversation
around mobile phone usage has changed the School’s digital
device culture. There are sign signs around the School to
remind us that we are in a mobile free zone. We kindly
ask that parents refrain from talking on phones within the
School grounds. Please be aware that students are not to
use mobile phones during school hours. They must be
handed to the Office at the beginning of the day.

MUSIC CONCERTS & EVENTS 2017
Class Concerts TERM 2
WEEK 8 – Primary Class Concerts in Eurythmy Hall
Tue 6 June
Class 3, 4:00-5:00pm
Class 4, 5:00pm-6:00pm
Class 5, 6:00-7:00pm

If your child is unwell, the correct procedure is that
the student informs their Teacher that they are unwell;
the teacher will then assist them and send them to the
Office. The First Aid officer will then assess and contact a
parent/caregiver if required. It is critical in the case of an
emergency that all students are accounted for and that the
correct procedure is followed. Thank you for assisting us in
our safety procedures.

Wed 7 June
Class 6, 5:30-6:00pm
Class 8&9 (combined), 6:30-7:30pm
Term 2, June 2 2017				
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BABYSITTER REQUIRED
Babysitter required for Friday
afternoons to pick up a Class 4 Sophia
Mundi student after School and take
him home to Richmond. Approx
3-6pm weekly. Would suit a Year 11 or
Year 12 student (male or female).
Please contact Monique Hope
on 0407 112 211 to find out more.
FRIENDLY AND LOVING LABRADOODLE
DOG - SEEKING A HOLIDAY HOME

Friday 23rd June - Tuesday 18th July

We are looking for a dog-loving family to enjoy
our gorgeous dog whilst we are on holiday (non
shedding, low allergen coat, not destructive of
house or garden, gets on with other dogs and
very affectionate!). This can be for a part or
whole of the holiday. All costs and provision of
food, etc. will be covered by us.

For more information please call:
Jo Violet - 0449961202

VEIL PAINTING CLASSES

Book Launch
Saturday 3 June
6:30-7:30pm
Sophia Mundi
Eurythmy Hall
The book is an essential
resource for all Steiner
Classroom and Music
teachers. It features
valuable information
on different types of
recorders, and an
extensive compilation
of music from beginners
to advanced players.

6 week courses

Friday and Saturday mornings in Warranwood.
Commencing July 28th, from 10am – 12.30pm
(max. 8 participants)
All levels of experience are welcome
Cost: $180/ $160 conc. – includes materials

Members of Judy’s international
touring group The Wayfarer’s
will also perform on the night.

Further Information & RSVP:
myfanwy.hunter@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au

For more information and booking:
clarkesamanthae@gmail.com or 0425 759 645

Term 2, June 2 2017				

Sophia Mudi Steiner School | St Mary’s Building, Abbotsford Convent
1 St Heliers Street, Abbotsford, Melbourne
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