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Term 4 Week 10, 2017

On behalf of the College of Teachers and Staff, I wish 
all families a joyful and fulfilling festive season, and a 
restful holiday break.  I look forward to seeing everyone 
again in 2018 with renewed vigour, freshness and 
growth.

Warm regards, Fiona

SEMESTER TWO REPORTS  
Semester 2 student reports will be emailed to parents this week.   
They will also be available via the Parent Portal on Edumate.

Greetings Parents and Community,

Summer thus far has been sultry, 
dry, wet, humid and stormy.  This 
could be a good description of the 
world, particularly if our view is to 
be taken from the media. It is worth 
remembering, that people from many 

different faiths and beliefs are preparing to celebrate 
a special time of the year. The central theme of these 
celebrations is one of hope.  Over this past week as 
I look around the School, I see signs of this hope as 
we sow seeds for the future - class plays, the debating 
group presentation to primary students, new student 
transition days, the sounds of the children cleaning 
and the excitement about their new classrooms and the 
magical Prep festival. 

The school year closes with our annual teachers’ 
performance of the Shepherds’ Play. This has been the 
teachers’ gift to the community throughout the life of 
the School, always filled with humour, talent and love.  
Thank you to our teachers for all the work that went 
into rehearsals at such a busy time of year!  Your gift is a 
true Christmas blessing for our School community.

The year has not been without challenges: social media 
pressures, mobile phone usage, teenage angst, dress 
code across the School, behaviour issues in some 
primary and secondary classes and staff absence due to 
illnesses.  We are not immune to the challenges of the 
world however these issues will bring us insight and 
strength if we manage to listen to and support each 
other, even through robust discussions.  Thank you  
for holding your truth and working in respect, trust 
and hope.  

Our School is positioned in a beautiful part of 
Melbourne with grounds that are remarkable. Our 
curriculum and pedagogical offering of Steiner 
Education and the International Baccalaureate Diploma 
(IB) is so unique - creative, innovative and academically 
rigorous! The Class of 2017 results will be announced 
in early January. Our graduates are truly an inspiration 
and have a deep connection to the earth and humanity.  
The price we pay for this unique position and offering 
is school fees. I am very grateful to parents, students 
and staff of Sophia Mundi for working together so 
positively for the good of our community.  You only 
need to look through this newsletter for examples of 
what parents contribute to the life of our School.

School Newsletter
IMPORTANT DATES:Please also see our online website calendar 

UPCOMING DATES: 

Fri 15 Dec  All Staff Curriculum Day
Sun 17 Dec 2018 Class 4 Picnic
** Fri 22 Dec - Mon 15 Jan School Office Closed**

2018:
Tues 16 Jan    School Office Opens
Tues 23 Jan New Staff Induction, 9:30am-12:30pm
24 & 25 Jan   All Staff - PD with Lisa Romero
Fri 26 Jan        Australia Day Public Holiday

Sat 27 Jan      Community Working Bee
Mon 29 Jan   IB Orientation, 9am-12:30pm
Tue 30 Jan     First Student Day, Classes 2-12
Wed 31 Jan     First Day, Prep and Class 1 & Welcome Morning Tea
Thu 08 Feb   School Photographs

Wed 28 Mar    Prep last day & Harvest Festival
Thu 29 Mar    Last Student day & Harvest Festival, Classes 2-12

Children’s Christmas Market & Shepherds’ Play 
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* JOY * PEACE * HOPE * LOVE * FAMILY* 

As we go away from School to spend this time 
together as families and communities we wish each 
other Joy, Peace, Love, Hope and a wonderful time 
with family.  Christmas and our extended holiday 
season for many is a time of all these wonderful 
things, sadly for others it is a time of stress and 
loneliness.  Be conscious of your own and other’s 
needs this Christmas.  Seek the support you need to 
create a wonderful holiday time for yourself and your 
family. Here are just a few of the many websites you 
could go to for support in strengthening your family, 
getting support for yourself or others when the stress 

is rising, or planning activities or rituals for holiday 
time. Have a wonderful holiday. 

www.familypeace.org.au

www.berrystreet.org.au/our-work/building-stronger-families   

whatson.melbourne.vic.gov.au/whatson/school_holidays

www.raisingchildren.net.au  

Specific Resilience, Rights and Respectful 
Relationships questions can be addressed to:
• Katherine Ellis, PE Coordinator 

(katherine.ellis@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au) 
• Tanya Rao, Class 7 Teacher  

(tanya.rao@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au), 

RESILIENCE, RIGHTS AND RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS
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Tony  Durrant 
Dear Sophia Mundi Community, 

It is with great 
sadness that I tell of 
the passing of Tony 
Durrant.  Tony was 
a founding parent 
of the School.  He 
and his wife Judy 
were staunch and 

on-going tireless supporters of Sophia Mundi for 
20 years – through all weather and locations.  His 
children – Kelly, Tom, Catherine and Jo – attended 
the School for all/most of their schooling.  Tony 
passed away in his sleep on Tuesday morning.  

His funeral is at Good Shepherd Chapel on  
Monday 18th December at 11.00 am. 

We send our condolences to his family and  
thank Tony for his life in service to Sophia Mundi 
and many others – he was such a generous and 
cheerful man. We wish Tony bon voyage. He will be 
sorely missed. 

MEDIEVAL DAY
As a celebratory end to the Medieval epoch, Class 7 
were visited by a historian, who brought weapons, 
armour and fashion of the age. We learnt battle 
techniques for knightly tournaments, and got to attack 
with sword a fully armoured knight. The day finished 

with an indulgent 
Medieval feast. Tanya 
Rao - Class 7 Teacher

CLASS 5 CHRISTMAS VISIT
On Wednesday 13 December at 10am Class 5 went to ‘Mercy 
Place’ on the corner of St Heliers Street, to sing Christmas 
carols for the elderly residents.

We didn’t just sing Christmas carols though, we also sang 
songs we were learning in Class. Class 5 really enjoyed it. 
We had so much fun and we also saw some familiar, people 
that we saw last time.  Eve & Tamieka - Class 5 students
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Includes hard case and bow.   
It also had a new bridge fitted  

just before our last Winter concert. 

$980 (also happy to negotiate). 

Please call Tatiana 0408 940 951

3/4 CELLO FOR SALE

TOWARDS 2018   
Class Carers 

Thank you to all our wonderful, generous  
and supportive 2017 Class Carers! 

 

If are you are curious about being a Class Carer  
for 2018, please contact your Class Teacher  

to register your interest.   

Sophia Mundi’s Parents & Friends 

First P&F meeting for 2018: Everyone invited!
Tuesday 06 February, 7pm

Community gathering:  
Pizza Evening - Friday, 16 February, 6pm

More details in Term 1, 2018. 

BUILDING MAIN  
LESSON - CLASS 3

Class 3 took to learning about different types of 
dwellings with great enthusiasm and they were very 
excited to create their own model houses at home. We 
had a whole range including, log cabins, children’s real 
homes, a tipi, aboriginal shelter, and all sorts of other 
great designs.  

At school we have been creating a wooden bridge. 
This came out of Class discussions about other things 
to build such as a water feature, “yeah”, one of the 
children said, “and we can build a bridge over it!” 
This was met with much enthusiasm. The bridge is 
wonderfully symbolic the journey the children go 
through referred to as the “crossing”’ that typically 
begins in Class 3. 

A time when the children become more aware of 
themselves in the world. 
The main lessons such as 
gardening and farming, 
measuring, dwellings 
and building really 
cater to this shift. With 
the help of a seriously 
good tradesman, who 
is sometimes more of 
a magician, the Class 
enjoyed measuring, 
sawing, hammering, 
bolting, screwing, 
sanding, rasping and 
filing to create the bridge.   
Hugh Folwer - Class 3 Teacher
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MAKE A WISH FOUNDATION:  
FAIRY PARADE

Some of Class 7 dressed up as fairies & magical 
creatures to support the Make a Wish foundation’s event 
at the Collingwood Children’s Farm, fulfilling six year 
old Isabelle’s wish to go to Fairyland and have tea with 
the Boss Queen of the fairies. Isabelle is battling acute 
lymphoblastic leukaemia. 

She has a tiny fairy door in her house that her mum 
created during her treatment, and whenever Isabelle 
has a bad day the fairies use it to visit. We hid behind a 

bridge with the Marching 
band, then began a 
procession along the 
river. It was wonderful to 
support this little girl & her 
family in their fight against 
leukaemia, providing them 
with hope, strength and 
possibility.

Tanya Rao - Class 7 Teacher

A PARENT’S JOURNEY
As a long time parent of Sophia Mundi with our fourth child 
just completing the 2017 IB programme, I firstly want to 
thank this wonderful School for the journey it has taken our 
family on. Steiner Education was new to us in the beginning 
and I found that the more I looked into it, the more I felt the 
value of it. 

Our children have truly flourished in this School and its 
community minded principles. In part thanks to the School, 
they are resilient, independent thinkers, compassionate and 
pro-active to help our environment and world. The richness of the Steiner curriculum is simply priceless and I am 
just so happy to have found this School for our family. We have been blessed with beautiful, amazing children, that 
would have done well in the academic realm most likely anywhere, but what Sophia Mundi does, is give reason and 
heart to be your best. I never wanted my children to feel that the world’s issues and social justice challenges were 
insurmountable, and by finding and giving them an education that was full of fun and joy as well as demanding, 
they would never lose heart. 

I have fully appreciated the beauty of the Prep Year, the Arts and Crafts program that is so valued, the hands-on 
gardening and science experiments, the documentation and reflection that children are actually given sufficient 
time to do, the diverse Outdoor Ed program, the rich Music program, the Year 8 Project and mentor system, the 
Year 9 Camp program, the French Exchange program, the Year 10 Work Experience, and culminating with the 
IB which is a great fit to the Steiner curriculum. Being a small School has in part made these things possible. The 
inner awareness this curriculum brings is also so important. Our children have seen how the local community and 
larger global community interact. They are already a part of it, being responsible, doing local and global social 
justice work, enjoying life and working, studying and travelling. 

Brendan and I wish to thank all the staff, parents and community. We all put in and get so much out of such an 
incredible Steiner School.      Kate Donovan & Brendan Martin

2018 BOOK LISTS 
CLASS 7 - 12 

http://www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au/  
(See Campion link top right hand side, next to the Edumate link) 

To ensure that students have the correct books  
in time for the beginning of Term 1, 2018  

orders must be completed by  
Friday, 15 December, 2017.

After this date, Campion can not guarantee  
resources are available or can be delivered in time. 
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SOPHIA
MUNDI

Playgroup 
Leader

Sophia Mundi Steiner School is  
seeking a Playgroup Leader for our  

Friday morning Playgroup.   
This role invloves  a dedication to 
supporting parents and children.  

Experience working with young children 
and knowledge of child development 
from a Steiner perspective is essential.   

Full details are listed on the School’s 
website - www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au/

employment/

Applications to  
admin@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au

 Part-time – Friday mornings 
Commencing February, 2018

SOPHIA
MUNDI

Extra Lesson 
Teacher

Sophia Mundi Steiner School  
is seeking an Extra Lesson teacher.   

This is a part-time position over  
2 part-days each week  

which would suit trained teachers,  
or teacher trainees, who have  

undertaken specialist Extra Lesson  
training and who would like to  
join our learning support team.  

Full details are listed on the School’s 
website - www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au/

employment/

Applications to  
principal@sophiamundi.vic.edu.au

Commencing February, 2018

BOYS & GIRLS

ALL WELCOME

5 - 18 yrs

MANGALA STUDIOS

CREATIVE DANCE & YOGA

Saturday:  9.15   - 10.15 am   Prep + Grade 1  
   10.30 - 11.45 am   Grade 2 - 5
   12noon - 1.30 pm Grade 6 and above
Monday:  4.15  - 5.15 pm after schoool class
      Prep to Grade 3
Book:   P: 9663 5603   or M: 0407 548 660
Location:  73 Grattan St Carlton
Website:   www.mangalastudios.com.au

‘Let us teach little children to breathe,
to vibrate, to feel, and to become one
with the general harmony and movement
of nature.  Let us produce a beautiful
human being, a dancing child.’

Isadora Duncan

SCHOOL AGED CLASSES

BOOK NOW!

www.mangalastudios.com.au


